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BEFORE &

TIDE TURNS

As this summer season builds to a
high, it's becoming clear that, for
once, the Irish sailing community is
beginning to think outside the box.

Perhaps it's all out of necessity, as

certain areas risk sliding into decline,
but major innovations are cropping up
where previously there was a vacuum.

Offshore sailing is the source for much
of this new energy. After 20 years of
very little activity at the highest level,
Ireland will have two entries in the
Volvo Ocean Race and will, for the first
time ever, host a stopover.

The two entries are markedly
different. One is a government-backed
affair that, to some extent, ties in with
the stopover. The other is a maverick
privateer, the first second-hand boat
in the race since it went one-design

- an innovation in itself.

On a smaller scale, but no less
significant, comes the Round Ireland.
The race found a whole new audience
in 2008 by going online with a flash
new race tracker supplied by RORC.

For the first time, offshore racing

in Ireland became a real spectator
sport as tens of thousands logged

on to track the race and follow their
favourites. And real participation for
the little guy has been rejuvenated by
the renaissance of Irish Sea Offshores
with the Royal Alfred’s Lee Overlay
series of coastal and overnight races.
Pats on the back all round, then. But
not so fast.

A few good results don’t make a
career. In racing terms, we've won the
first beat, or perhaps even the start.
And as anyone knows, it's easier to
lose a lead than it is to win it back.

There is a slim window of opportunity
to capitalise on these gains. Now is
the time to examine the advances we
have made and maximise the potential
to take them further.

A Galway winner of the Round Ireland,
a Galway Volvo stopover and two Volvo
Ocean Race entries training off Galway
and Limerick is the key that will allow
Ireland open up the west coast as a
resource.

By carrying our momentum forward
intelligently, we can bring sailing’s
centre of gravity away from the
traditional hubs of yacht racing and
spread the sport across the nation,
gaining a whole new audience.

By acting fast, listening to the
advice of those in the know, and
consolidating gains already made,
we could grow events like the Round
Ireland to proportions only dreamed
of, and reverse declines in the likes
of Cork Week, once the jewel in Irish
sailing’s crown.

But it won’t be without some
discomfort, for it could mean throwing
well-worn blueprints out the window
for the time being.

Could the Round Ireland be
reformatted? Absolutely. Should it? At
the very least, it should be considered,
in the context of the sport’s greater
good.

Picture the scene on Sydney Harbour,
having to fight for a space to watch
the start of the 2007 Sydney-Hobart
among thousands of spectators from
every walk of life, with as many again
on the water in a spectator flotilla that
carved the harbour to froth.

Praise has been heaped on the Round
Ireland as one of the offshore greats
by the new record-holder, Mike Slade.
As a great sailing nation, surely
Ireland can aim to match what Sydney
has achieved.

Who's to say that, with a little more
thought, a grand festival couldn’t be
built around the Round Ireland start,
attracting a vast fleet of international
racers and spectators to match?

Wicklow SC deserves recognition for
maintaining and building the race to
the status it enjoys today, and though
a move from Wicklow to a more boat-
friendly and spectator-friendly venue
has been repeatedly mooted, that’s not
necessarily the answer. But it should
be considered.

Could a new course be the answer?
Should we give the fleet the choice of
whether they leave Ireland to port or
starboard? Perhaps, but let’s at least
start asking the questions.

The Volvo Ocean Race, too, offers an
opportunity to get the nation behind
the sport once again, with two teams
to back and follow for the duration

of the race, welcoming them home
towards the end of the course as they
sprint across from Boston to Galway.
Green Dragon’s watch leader, Damian
Foxall, was inspired enough by NCB
Ireland in 1989/90 to make ocean
racing his life. How many more with
similar potential are strangers to

the sport right now, waiting for an
introduction?

These opportunities are ours to use as
we see fit. It's up to Ireland as a whole
to make the most of them.

Chsmpagae dailemeg- Sl pper Miko Yisds
orledsrabes b ‘lne BAoUES a0 & RS DO
record for the BMW koand lreland Kdce at
Wicklow. On coming ashore the skipper of the
world’s fastest yacht had important advice

for Wicklow Sailing Club. See report page 20
Photo: David Branigan
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IRELAND’S
PLACE AS
AN ISLAND

The Irish Times editorial of May
8th remarked that “inheriting the
position of Taoiseach is like being
given charge of an oil tanker”,
while elsewhere a headline
refers to “Captain Cowen” and an
“unchanged crew”.

The marine analogies might seem
apt but for the sadly ironic fact that
in this island nation of ours we still
cannot rise to a minister for marine
with a stand-alone department to
look after this country’s marine
resources.

Ireland has control over 15 per cent
of all EU waters and is moving,
through the United Nations, to have
this area of jurisdiction extended

to beyond the continental shelf.
Ninety-five per cent of our trade
comes through our ports.

Yet our marine portfolio - such as
it is - is spread over four different
Government departments. How
utterly ludicrous.

A single marine authority
responsible for all commercial
shipping, fisheries, marine
resources, leisure boating, marine
tourism, ports, etc is a necessity,
not a luxury.

It can only benefit the island of
Ireland.

Yours, etc,

Capt Michael Doyle
Landfall
Mulgannon
Wexford

NEGLECTING
THE SEA
AROUND US

| wholeheartedly agree with Capt
Michael Doyle regarding the
Government’s failure to allocate
a full Cabinet post for the marine
industry. This was the ideal
occasion for the new Taoiseach
to demonstrate his commitment
to the industry and to coastal
communities.

The ocean economy currently
contributes some €3 billion a year
to Ireland’s GNP from fishing,
aquaculture, food processing,
shipping, tourism, IT, financial and
other services. At the moment,
responsibility for all of this falls to
the Departments of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food on the one
hand, and Communications,
Energy and Natural Resources on
the other, with the Departments
of Environment, Transport, Rural
Affairs and Tourism also involved to
some extent.

We need a joined-up, cohesive and
integrated maritime policy. The
Taoiseach should have taken the
first step toward this by appointing
to the Cabinet a full minister with
responsibility for all the facets of
the marine industry. It is ludicrous
to think that we can develop a
vibrant maritime sector with such a
disjointed and fragmented system
of administration.

Yours, etc,

Senator Michael McCarthy

Labour Party Spokesperson on the
Marine

Seanad Eireann

Dublin 2

NEED FOR
FULL MARINE
DEPARTMENT

| note with interest both the
portfolios of the new Cabinet
Ministers and the identified areas
of responsibilities of the new
Ministers of State. The 20 or so
Ministers of State are designated as
‘having special responsibility” for all
kinds of important issues, such as
drugs strategy, community affairs,
heritage and local government.

But there is one omission - that of
marine affairs. While fisheries have
now been put in with agriculture
and food and there seems to

be a certain logic in this, may |
respectfully suggest that there is a
lot more to marine affairs?

While an ever-increasing amount

of our exports are in the form of
services, it is still a fact that about
€150 billion of merchandise, both
exports and imports, must pass
though our seaports each year.
Therefore, commercial shipping and
our commercial seaports are vital
to the economy.

Yet we do not have a separate
Department of the Marine, or even
a Minister of State responsible

for marine matters. All we have
today to deal with marine matters
is a small and increasingly
obscure section, buried within the
Department of Transport.

Not good enough, in an island
nation of ours, whose economy is
so heavily dependent for survival on
commercial ships and our seaports.

Yours, etc,

Tony Ayton

(retired inspector with the
International Transport Workers’
Federation)

Avondale Lawn

Waterford
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LOUGH REE AND SHANNON SHARE TOP PRIZE

The Mitsubishi Motors/Irish Independent
‘Sailing Club of the Year 2008" award has
been presented jointly to the Shannon One
Design Association and Lough Ree Yacht
Club in a ceremony at LRYC's clubhouse
in Ballyglass near Athlone.

The annual award dates from 1979,

and aims to highlight achievement in
sailing, and the successful functioning

of clubs both for their own membership,
and within their communities. Dual

club awards have occurred before, and
class associations have been also been
highlighted, but this is the first time a club
and a class association have been linked.

CARLINGFORD
NEW TITLE

Cedgley pammiali,
& baaleng haven

Sirlnglord Loy ant 10 surroogsding
Cooley Peninsuld has Yeen tesignaled
‘European Destination of Excellence
2008 - Tourism and Intangible
Heritage’, by Failte Ireland, in
recognition of its tourism potential.

The Irish tourist body commended the
area for its natural resources, natural
and cultural heritage and full calendar
of events.

Carlingford is just over an hour’s drive
from both Dublin and Belfast, and
boasts a huge selection of sailing and
water-sports activities, set against
breathtaking views, which entice
enthusiasts of all abilities all year
round.

“Whether you love the thrill of sailing,
yachting, rowing, surfing, sea-angling
or racing, the area has extensive
facilities and expert services on hand to
make your water pursuits memorable,”
said Newry and Mourne District
Council Mayor Michael Cole. “If you'd

Lough Ree YC can trace its origins in

the Athlone area back to 1770, while tr
concept of the 18ft Shannon One Desifir

emerged from a meeting of Shannon

sailors from all the river’s lakes in Athilise

in 1922.

Today, Lough Ree YC is a thriving
organization with a very attractive
riverside clubhouse where the river

emerges from Lough Ree at Ballyglas®

The club is notable for its high level of

voluntary input, and though much of tfu
new clubhouse was officially opened i1
2006, work is in hand on the continuing

improvement of facilities.

LANDS

W b sirwich YU REnQ-EegE 1hivrg are
pleily of divedsions = froiy elimbiig
the famous Mourne Mountains to hors«
riding - and you can also easily explore
on foot, the medieval villages with the
castles and cobbled streets. Visitors
can also sample modern Irish cuisine
at one of the many award winning
eateries.”

For sailing enthusiasts there are
berthing opportunities at Carlingford,
Warrenpoint, Omeath, Greers Quay
and Rostrevor. These quaint coastal
towns and villages are brimming
with character and come alive in the
summer.

You can also berth nearby in the city

of Newry - the second largest retail
centre in Northern Ireland. Sail up the
canal via the Albert Basin through the
recently automated Victoria Lock Gates
and you can take advantage of the
special promotion to stay up to three
nights free of charge.

More information from www.carlingford.ie

Eilsn Brown, Commadors & Lougn Hea
¥C, and Stephen 0 Driscot, Chalrman of the
Shannon One Design Association, with the
‘Club of the Year 2008’ award

SILVER LINING
IN KERRY

Cahersiveen-based Marine Siveen
f1as been appointed sole distributor of
“ver Marine RIBs and inflatables in
Ireland.

“upported by advanced New Zealand
ichnology and top quality materials
#rovided by world’s leading fabric
‘Hanufacturers, Silver Marine boats
ware ranked in the top four when set
a9ainst 10 other brands by the French
[ateaux magazine (May 2005).

ML Silver Marine boats are fully ISO
001:2000 and ISO 14001:2001 quality
arcredited. Further information from

iifo@marinesiveen.com or tel: 066
214 111,

TAKE IT TO
XTREME

Xtreme Boat Sales is currently seeking
sub-dealers for Glastron sports boats
and motor cruisers.

For 2008 Glastron have 28 models
to choose from, the smallest at 17ft,
right up to the 27ft sports cruisers.
Dealership opportunities are open
throughout Ireland.

Call Xtreme Boat Sales on 0044 2870
328886 or www.xtremeboats.co.uk
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COUTTS CALLS FOR
NEW EMPHASIS ON
YOUTH SAILING

America’s Cup veteran and all-
round sailing supremo Russell
Coutts visited the Royal Irish
Yacht Club last month to talk
insurance and give his views on
the future of sailing.

There to launch a new range
of insurance offers from Eagle
Star and Affinity, Coutts held
a Q&A session with a group

of enthusiastic - if slightly
bewildered - Optimist sailors.

After fielding questions on his
favourite class and revealing
some tricks of the trade,
Coutts told Afloat that if sailing
wants to survive, it has to focus
on getting youths involve in the
sport, and keeping them in the
sport.

“Times have changed, kids
are exposed to different thif s
than when | was growing uj:

“I think that sailing is
becoming too expensive for #
lot of families, that's one thing
that has got to be addressel:
said the New Zealander.
“Something like an Optimis*®
dinghy - these days to buy &
Optimist is not cheap, it's veiy
expensive.

“Yacht clubs have to
encourage programmes tha®
are affordable and look at
economics of scale,” said
Coutts. He also encourageé
clubs to look at the variety
of pressures on the sport
and come up with innovativ®
solutions.

“People maybe in the past
used to come down and spi
all Saturday down at the
yacht club. Now people hav#
other activities they have tc
balance. People can travel
more easily. We're starting
see Wednesday night racet
becoming more popular an
even winter racing because
people want to use their
summers for different thing=

His words bring to mind the
recent story of the Finnish
Optimist Association, which
bought 300 Optimists in a

bulk order from a Chinese
manufacturer, providing the
boats to new sailors at a third
of what they normally cost, and
making history in the process.
The order, with Far East Boats
in China, was the biggest single
shipment of Optimists in the
60-year history of the class.

Coutts also reckons that the
immediate future could see
the overall number of clubs
shrinking, but doesn’t think
that has to be a bad thing.

“Lots of yacht clubs used to
exist in local communities
because people didn’t travel
quite so much or so far.

They now might be better
combining and having a larger
membership.”

The New Zealander urged
sailing in Ireland to shed the
elitist tag that is often pinned
on it and open up the sport to
everyone. ‘I struggle with that
because it’s just not the case
in NZ, | can’t imagine it's really
the case here. If it is, then the
sport should work at changing
that image.”

*_mned Al s hive | wam Che Anereows Cop Mihinee fmea ™ Roessll Cagtte
adarermng the roges an Dun Langhsine juninne. Phoo, Harkham bstan

SERVICE
FIRM
SUED FOR
DAMAGE
TO BOAT

A businessman
whose holiday
plans were ruined
after his 37-metre
motorboat suffered
engine failure has
successfully sued
the company which
serviced the boat.

The Circuit Court
heard that Brendan
Martin of Howth,

Co Dublin, had

hired Auto Marine
Engineering Services
Ltd, Co Cork, to
service both engines
on his 37-metre
ra"trboat.

iter the work had
Leiucarried out,
W Martin took the
sual on a test trip
risind Lambay
itd. However,
tarboard
ine failed during
14¢ frip, and the
al returned
icwth on the
prrt angine. The
14" Loard engine
#ak subsequently
witizn off and Mr
Wait n discovered
I Wilges around
" #ngines were
Uil f oil.

W Martin had
1211 Auto Marine
ij/neering
Setwices Ltd,
“wahatubrid Beg,
sandore, for breach
if tantract in the
4'75ing out the
wice. The court
swiirded Mr Martin
141 596, to include
‘e tost and fitting
al 1912 replacement
wiwjine, depreciation
I Loss of use and

Iarages.
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SISK TUNES

INTO CLASSICS

Dublin sailing historian Hal
Sisk is making waves on both
sides of the Atlantic with two
classic boat projects, one new
and one old.

Sisk is reviving the Colleen
class, originally designed
at the turn of the century,
and hopes to have the first
production boat available
for sale by the end of the
summer.

The boat, loved by expats
around the world in the
1900s, is being restored

as a commercial class in
Argentina. The boats were
popular with members of the
Tigre Yacht Club, in a plush
northern suburb of Buenos
Aires. The nearby town of
Novotecnia is where the new
breed of Colleen is taking
shape; faithful to the old
designs but benefitting from a
modern treatment.

The boat was designed as a
replacement for the Mermaid
and is reckoned to be the first
one-design keelboat class in
the world. Now being built in
GRP, with a 3hp engine fitted
through a drop-slot in the
stern, the clinker-finish hull
and classic gaff rig will make
turn-of-the-century colonial
style sailing available to the
masses.

Classic Sailboats in the

UK have been involved

from the start, drawing on
their experience with other
classics like the Water Wag
and the Shannon One Design,
which they also build.

Towards the end of 1896,
the Dublin Bay Sailing Club
selected James Doyle as the
designer of their new One
Design Class to replace the

Mermaid and the Half-Raters.

“They [the new boats] would
sail well and present a
handsome appearance...
they would combine stiffness
under canvas, stability,
buoyancy, quick-staying
powers, be good boats,
whether going to windward,
reaching or with free sheets...
they would also have the
additional advantage of
being Irish in design, Irish in
material and Irish [he hoped]
built....”, read the original
brief.

The new Colleens are
available with standard
fittings, traditional fittings,
or modern-as-the-internet
Harken race spec fittings.
Sisk’s other classic import
may have old-style lines, but
she’s a sleek modern cruiser
under the hood.

Molly Ban is an extremely
stylish and sophisticated 63-
foot motor cruiser from the
pen of British designer Nigel
Irens. Her slightly smaller
sister, at 17 metres, conceals
three double cabins, with
three heads and two showers,
and cruises comfortably at

a shade over 18 knots, with
475 horses doing the work,
so the scaled-up Molly should
provide an even more plush
interior, with her longer
waterline allowing for greater
power.
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IRISH WINDS TO ATTRACT WORLD’S SPEED SURFERS

Irelaid Eould o0 e 3 6 e ol
the world’s top windsurfers who are
scouring the planet for a record-
breaking speed sailing venue, says
Ireland’s fastest sailor, John Kenny.

Kenny, a 35-year-old steelworker from
Ringsend, Co Dublin, smashed Ireland’s
speed sailing record this January with a
run of 40.44 knots at the Driven By Wind
event in Southend-on-Sea.

The event is held on a strip of flat tidal
water, with competitors hurtling along
inches from the leeward edge of the
canal, hoping to take best advantage
of flat water and high winds. “You're
hugging the water’s edge and you can
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it a bit of sand with your fin and go
wwer the front,” said Kenny.

The day | was there, two guys lost it
w1t pulled their shoulders out of the
“ockets immediately. It's like hitting
rizk. I'm fortunate - | haven't lost it
fri.” Kenny was a wildcard at the event,
a1 only sourced gear in the days
#&ding up to the competition.

I yot an entry to this thing which was
& uke, so | had no gear for it. Barry
freem Wind and Wave lent me his sails
7 it just two weeks before. Dave White
2uld me one of his boards when | got
there and I'd never sailed a small board
before. The board didn’t even have
footstraps, so | didn’t have any chance
to practice. My first run broke the Irish
record, the second run broke it again.”
With just four runs that day, Kenny is
certain that he can go in excess of 45
knots this year, and approach the world
record, which stands at 49.09 knots.

“Driven By Wind is going to kick off in
November - | feel that's when the best
chance of upping the record’s going to
be,” he said. “I'm sure that the record’s
going up in the high 40s this time
round.” Kenny is also keen to bring the
best sailors in the world to Ireland to

take advantage of our enviable wind
profile.

The first ever speed sailing event is
being planned for this October, with
Kenny involved in organising the
Dungarvan-based event, and up to 40
top sailors known to be interested.
But other sites around the country
hold more promise for serious record
attempts, with wind profiles that have
the pros salivating.

The site at which the current world
record was set, Sainte Marie le Mer,
gets four to five days of gales per

year, says Kenny, meaning a very slim
window of opportunity for record-
setting. “Up in Northern Ireland, they
get 12 days of gales in January, and ten
in February, and so on,” he told Afloat.

Now it’s just a matter of finding the
right stretch of water. Sites around
Malin Head are being scouted, as well
as training sites on the canals just
outside of Dublin, surrounded by flat
land with a natural ridge leading up to
the canal. Kenny and his cohorts are
trying to convince the Office of Public
Works to clear weeds along a stretch
near Prosperous to allow for training
when the conditions are right.
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Have you heard of 3 bireme?, 3 buss? or a butty?
Find them and 35 other marine vessels in our
wardsearch and win a Gill Barrel Bag.

EG K X J
H R I N Z
4 R O B J
E E-Z R R
L. 5B E-T
RTTF B
S F A B8 R
| R M L |
L I @ F B
W BUSS
0O K ERS
¥ 4 C HT
¥ B L G U
EREWSGSE
HALETR




WWW.AFLOAT.IE

Hupmipii &ibvser el st
Bavid Wilkns and Hoberl
Hichgabcsiefirala ks
Lt b 58 tha Malahide

AR Y pablacatioan

MALAHIDE CELEBRATES
50 YEARS OF SAILING

An Olympic silver medal
representation at eight
of the last nine Olympic
Games, 27 National
Championship winners in
seven different classes,
administrators of
international repute, and
the introduction of sailing
to hundreds of children
and adults are among
the highlights contained
in ‘Malahide - 50 Years
of Sailing’, a publication
marking Malahide Yacht
Club’s Golden Jubilee
this year.

Written by sailing
journalist Graham

Smith (a club member
since its inception in
1958), it outlines the
achievements of its
members both at home
and abroad at the highest
levels of the sport. The
full-colour 80-page
publication was launched
by David Wilkins, 1980
Olympic Silver Medal
winner, at a reception in
the club on April 30th.

Established in April
1958 as Malahide Sailing
Club (it changed to Yacht
Club in 1980), it has
contributed significantly
to the social fabric of
Malahide over the past
50 years and would be
considered one of the
most successful clubs

in a town noted for its
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sporting prowess and
facilities. Malahide’'s
sailing Olympians include
Wilkins, Robert Dix,
David Burrows and Robin
Hennessy, while multiple
National Championship
winners include
Hennessy, Philip Watson,
Alistair Rumball, Roger
Morris and Richard
Burrows.

In the cruising sector,
Peter Killen and his
crews have completed
extensive deep-sea
cruises to the likes

of Iceland and, most
recently, Antarctica
which have led to
numerous awards.

On the administrative
front, three members
- Paddy O’Neill, Neil
Murphy and Robert Dix
- were each President
of the Irish Sailing
Association, while Jock
Smith officiated as
Principal Race Officer
at two America’s Cup
Challenger Trials in the
1980s.

‘Malahide - 50 Years

of Sailing’ is on sale in
the MYC clubhouse and
via the Club’s website

- www.myc.ie - at a cost
of €25.

See also Soundings on page
120

AFLOAT
BOOKWORM

With the holiday season coming sharply into focus in the
next few weeks, it’s time to browse what’s worth buying,
sailing or marine-wise, on the bookshelves for those
get-away-from-it-all moments that come with a bit of

sunshine and calm

II =01 Firstupis

i:lﬂﬂl! m %orensen’s
l:{f:_;ﬂ;'.ﬁ ':F*.TE Huide to

Powerboats
it

= How to
Evaluate
Eesign,
Eonstructior
&nd
Ferformance
e Second Editimnn
Ipublished b
MGiraw i, prico £15.99), by Eric
W. Sorensen, intended as an aid for
the prospective boat-buyer and as
areference guide for boat-owner
and sailing professional alike.
Tight, compact and well-illustrated,
it's divided into two sections: the
first looking at powerboat design
and construction; and the second
getting to the heart of the market
and running the rule over boats in
27 separate categories. Sorensen,
a licensed captain and boat-owner
himself with many years service
writing about boats and sailing them,
has a nice easy-to-read style that,
while probably a little too novicey
early on, gets down and dirty soon
after bringing into his calculations
analyses taken from J.D. Power and
Associates marine market research,
where incidentally Sorensen was
once director of marine practice.
With nearly 500 pages, the last two
hundred of which are imaginative
reviews of bay boats, catamarans,
cruisers, motor yachts, trawlers
and many more, under headings
for construction, hull design
walkthrough, cockpit, bridge and
foredeck, cabin and finally sea trail-
In essence, a decent and managealds
guidance for anyone interested
i1 ¢l gy | owi i [y Abe current

=

[T ]
atting much
More specific,
a Eab Gibson’s
Introduction
2 e = l#=Boat
Ly ] Handling for

%zil and Power
{#ublished by
Hayal Yacht
#Association,
12.99)isa
tamprehensive
muplanidon of B wily day-to-day
PP LT e B Bl react to
Msleiay 17 Wiy aFET PNl that fate
never forearms us with. With really
informative diagrams, Gibson, a
RYA yacht-master instructor and
examiner who has taught sailing
over the past 15 years, considers
the basic principles and problems
of tides, currents, fast turns, slow
speed control and lines of approach,
and taking into consideration getting
in and out of the marina. There’s
also sections on ropes, knots, cleats
and bollards, boat types and their
limitations, moorings, handling
under sail, anchoring, towing, and
dealing with heavy weather and

emergencies. Precise, to the point
and ticking all the boxes for the
novice sailor, there’s a lot in here
that will one day save many a young
mailors life. Fer 1hal resson, this is
% eabsnindl prosess B il aspirant
PILAT i

Sim&n Keeling's
T Sailor’s
ok of the
‘Weather
Iputiished by
'Wtile Nautical,
L1499)is

i much a
iyl general
waither
Ewuklas one
specsfically for
s lorn WiTites By A fermer GMTV
e gl Berenan @nd fellow £ the Royal
Metaorological Society [RMS), who
unusually for an English television
meteorologist shows southern
Ireland on his maps. Without over-
indulging science, it tackles the
structure and the physics of the
atmosphere, the seasons, and the
workings of the weather, offering
ideas on practical forecasting and DIY
informed-speculation from charts
and the hazards of thunderstorms,
mist and fog, without boring the
sailor looking for the snappy sound-
bite.

Lastly, Damien
Fisf@an’s Souls
ol Sea
Lputished by
HuBette Books
Erefand, €13.99)
4 =t now in
Fap@rback

Bor 1hose who
=ined it first
lim= around

i hardback.
lellmg
principally the sombre and harrowing
tale of the demise of the Pere Charles
and the Honey Dew Il and their crews,
on January 10th 2007, Tiernan, RTE’s
south-east correspondent, talks to
the survivors and the loved ones of
those who perished, piecing together
a story as much as about the horrific
loss of three boats - the Renegade
was also lost that month close to
Tuskar Rock - and the intriguing
story that followed. Well-written, sad
and crisp, the story moves likes a
diary through the hours and minutes
leading up to and including the
disaster and its aftermath, ultimately
questioning why the loss of the Honey
Dew ll, in particular, wasn't realised
immediately by those monitoring the
sea, what drives fishermen to take to
the sea in the middle of a storm and
how loss of life can be avoided.

SOLILS OF

Allin all this month’s selection is an
eclectic and worthwhile array with
reading options for everyone.

Paul 0'Doherty
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Also s5h aping up was a nasiy i lmarning 15
Irelant s west coast, and all uf w sudien Hongs
sl 1 looking so easy. Like 1fis Fantnied the
your anfore, the race compmnidtor lotked ol fhe
clmats down the track and wemnceram whmihine
[hizwasn’t the best idea alter sl

# glance at Wicklow SC's flashi nesw anlis race
frac ke close to start time o Samburday ©hawen
the ghawbiz end of the fleed hiadr | Budged from

fhi diep, safe water of Dur Luagfimire Marinm
L1eere were rumours that Leapand armd athars
sl liooking back into the Fiayal Murine Hotel
o wriher night before the race carmmiitos
fad pwan pulled the plug officially. Begariless
the delay was forthcoming antd o gale binw
nell at, to some extent, awsrmghl Hul liks

- fhie Factnet the year before. iha deluy would fot

spate The fleet from a big treeds Ear the &ivire
race.

Suniday at noon saw gunsnakia g The flee ] was
firally under way, save for 1 cabple al natabls

ynzentees. The delay had pusl the SB-Foot Alegre
put il The race, with her hivs ©rew having
ratzn lights that they now fi=ead rmsging

Aluoout, falling on its own st wons Ehe Coew
!l Yok 70 McConnells Chisfiaim, Sar O lourkes
lmst-minute Volvo Ocean Rars pniry, blawr enin
themarina as they tried to leawe, Linbowsd
oy e Tew non-starters, the fleat cged aft
Jull'erards on an east coatt
Jarhoard tack inwind that shll spnroas el
pals farce. By the time the Jull M##? hag roundasd
fuskir Rock, things were @uiting 1iky

1 rocE, bRty

iichy €' Leopard already haid thie Fakiret in b
amhits by sun-up on Monday, s e Com s
lacwingin the downwind wasidraiss fos chathy hat
W hest suit the west caair

- Maarwile, the rest of the flaet fad m

guackiEnd. Light and patchy braeza aff tfie gt
ot had navigators looking far answers in all
otz af directions.

Tie Lufra 56, Formidable 3. tugged the Cork
sheew =arly on, which initiaily looked ke @

fseimoes decision.

Dulis zea, Ireland West was dodging rigs on the
Final=gas fields so as to get a hotter angle on
the Eaitnet, while fixing a major leak through
their speedometer fitting.

718k =hort term, the inland strategy paid
twidands, but in the long term, Ireland West
wot have the last laugh.

&5 14w lleet rounded the Fastnet, everyone knew
whilwas coming. There was plenty talk of the
irmpeniding 40-knot session, but yet it seemed

[z 1mka much of the fleet by surprise when the
rmermury suddenly dropped in the dark at 3am on
Tuesday.

e had the massive spinnaker up,” said John
‘hiamiars on Mumbo.ie, a doublehanded entry.
‘Wa gt knocked over, it came in very suddenly.”

Cagrlip=e [1eh| frsem veq

A Egnadia Broen wiey warly

in the race, team ‘Langer’ of
Nadie, McCarthymotors.ie and
Cavatina - all from West Cork

- won the team competition. In
fact they were the only one of 11
three-boat teams to survive the
conditions intact.

Michael Boyd and Niall
Dowling’s Slingshot, a double-
handed entry

Mumbo.ie was confirmed as
winner of the demanding two-
handed class, coming in a very
creditable 8th overall against
fully crewed boats. Co-skippers
Patrick Cronin and John
Chambers were sailing to raise
awareness for the Childfund
Ireland charity.

Jalfrezi, a J120, British double-
hander

Tom Fitzpatrick’s FMB Noyeks, a
Beneteau 36.7

Photos: Bob Bateman



IN THE SHORT
TERM, THE INLAND
STRATEGY PAID
DIVIDENDS, BUT IN
THE LONG TERM,
IRELAND WEST
WOULD HAVE THE
LAST LAUGH
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Disavied temporarily, 158, wis
Ucean Spirit of Carlingtord, and
plenty of others who all took a hit at
pretty much the same time. Kites
were pulled in rapidly, and the west
coast became a white-sails-only
affair, yet still speeds in excess of
15 knots were regularly recorded
by boats that would only rarely see
those figures.

Faced with a brief respite passing
Galway and Mayo, but with much
worse weather to come off Donegal,
several boats banked on safety in
and around the bottom left corner
of the course.

At this stage, Adrian Lee’'s Cookson
50, Lee Overlay Partners, was
storming away with the lead.

The trio of big boats, including
Formidable and the VO60 Alburn,
were taking giant strides in the big
wind and it seemed like they could
hold it - if they could hang onto the
breeze.

Another drag race ensued up the
west coast through Tuesday, and
with the wind continuing to howl it
was a matter of who made the best
of it in a straight line.

The next corner meant a turn
downwind and the beginning of
the race’s turning point. Up until
the northern coast, it seemed like
one of the high-performance sleds
might defy their rating and pull out
a win.

The smaller boats, through Tuesday
night and Wednesday morning,
were still running before 45 knots
of westerly wind, with defending
champion Cavatina recording 60
knots across the deck.
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Madinetile, Ihe bigger bowts had
rounded into the nortnern portion
of the Irish Sea, facing slackening
winds and a roaring tide. The fleet
began its concertina motion and it
was as if an entirely new race had
started.

Cavatina, which had stormed along
the west and north coasts, was now
back in the chase, with the likes
of Nadie, McCarthyMotors.ie and

Ireland West all in the chasing pack.

Leopard had long since drained

the champagne for line honours,
but the real race had only begun.
Timing was all-important as the
peloton hoped to have the flood tide
usher them into the northern Irish
Sea.

The wind veered with them until the
majority were south of Strangford
Lough. Again, Cavatina was
beginning to look like the favourite.
However, a shift in breeze to the
right of the course, while she had
headed left, towards the Isle of
Man, seemed to seal her fate.

Ireland West had, at this stage,
romped back to Wicklow, not
entirely certain of victory, but
almost. Conditions had gone from
40 knots to just five on the lower
reaches of the Irish Sea.

George Radley’s team aboard
McCarthyMotors.ie worked to get
every last drop of power out of her
as they rounded the Kish, but the
West had already won. The crew on
board Ireland West, led by Aodhan
Fitzgerald, took the ultimate
honours home to Galway.

PUTTING ROUND
IRELAND ON THE MAP

By David O’Brien, Irish Times Sailing Correspondent

The best way to safeguard the future is to invent it and
by introducing satellite tracker technology, Wicklow
Sailing Club brought internet access to this year’s
BMW Round Ireland race. Out went arbitrary reporting
positions relayed by Coast Guard and in came precise
tracking on computer screens for the five day voyage
of the 40 - boat fleet.

Its impact was most apparent in the exciting closing
stages. Pundits tracked Irish sea duels between
Cavatina, Ireland West and McCarthy motors.ie to
predict the overall prize with some certainty. The
investment in this technology is a quantum leap
forward for race organisers and has been widely
acknowledged as such.

Wicklow Sailing Club says its website attracted
57,000 hits over the five days of the event. It puts
the club on the map but in a wider context it's also a
boost for the campaign, encouraging more interest
in offshore sailing at a time when it is in decline.
But such innovation should not end there because,
if the comments of this year’s line honours winner
are anything to go by, the club is sitting on a golden
opportunity.

If this is the case, why does the race’s appeal, though
deserving of far greater international note, remain
rooted in a small fleet? When he came ashore from his
second circumnavigation, Leopard skipper Mike Slade
said that the race timing was an obstacle to further
international growth.

“It's so close to the UK’s Round the Island race, and
it's not a Fastnet year. | think if it was on in a Fastnet
year, you'd see more of the big boats coming here for
the Round Ireland and then doing the Fastnet.” By
listening to the advice from Slade - owner of a super-
yacht which holds some of the world’s biggest records
- Wicklow can make further innovations for 2010.

The club could also consider wider changes, including
the course itself. In a replay of recent races, the last
100 miles of the 2008 voyage have seen a dramatic
change in fortune for one time backmarkers. Slower
boats were the winners again over the last 24 hours
and the high speed endeavours of Wednesday have
been relegated in the handicap stakes at least.

This continued march of the slow boats has prompted
calls for an examination of the course to see if there

is another way of staging Ireland’s premier offshore
race. Essentially, statistics from 1986 to 2008 show the
race is won and lost between Rathlin island and South
rock; and the closing stage of the 15th edition proved
no different.

Because the race effectively restarts as boats can be
caught in a tidal gate after some six hundred miles
of fair sailing, it has been suggested that the option
of sending the fleet northabout on a flood tide should
at least be examined. Another option is to allow
competitors sail in either direction after the start
passing through a gate east of the Wicklow line.

As those stepping ashore in Wicklow testified last
night, though brutal at times, the Round Ireland is
the perfect offshore race course and it needs to be
sold around the world as such. The entire sailing
community needs to get behind Wicklow and assist it
in promoting this 704-mile offshore race as an icon of
Ireland’s summer sport.



RACE REVIEW

RACE RESULTS

IRC 1, 101:47:40
IRC 1, 103:1:32
IRC 2, 103:14:46
IRC 1 103:24:50
IRC3, -

IRC 1 104:48:59
IRC 0, 104:59:53
IRC 3 105:38:48
IRC 2, 105:44:15

IRC 0, 105:44:15

ARMCHAIR SAILORS

For the armchair spectator, the Round
Irmland had always been a tricky, staccatoed
i'fair to track - until it finally moved online.

Hefore 2008, updates on Round Ireland
{"'mgress were often few and far between,
and usually out of date by the time they got
to the reader, with media coverage petering
out to a trickle after the headline boats had
finished.

However, with Wicklow SC investing heavily
in technology this year, the race has truly
come alive.

0C and RORC provided Wicklow with a flash
and very expensive real-time web tracker
system, which allowed race fans to live the
Round Ireland as it happened, tracking their
favourite boats, seeing their every move.

The tracker has been used to follow the
likes of the Fastnet and other flagship races
in the ocean racing calendar, and proved a
massive hit.

Wicklow SC claimed to get upwards of
57,000 visits in total on their new website,
which incorporated the tracker as the race
progressed.

That coupled with detailed and regular
updates on Afloat.ie meant the 2008 BMW
Round Ireland Yacht Race was enjoyed by
the largest audience that the race has ever
seen.

Even the crews went online, with Ocean
Spirit of Carlingford updating photos to a
blog, and Mumbo.ie sending messages to
supporters through a specially-created
Facebook page.

For the next edition, hopefully we’ll see
further enhancements on the official
site, like regular updates similar to those
provided by Afloat.ie

Kudos to Theo Phelan and his team at
Phelan Design and Wicklow SC who made
the race tracker happen.

ALLIANCE IS ATLANTIC WINNER

As Ireland’s centre of sailing gravity begins
to move west, further evidence that our
Atlantic coast is the place to be came

with a closely-contested WIORA series in
Clifden bay last month.

Thirty-nine boats lined out off the Galway
coast in blistering conditions for a long
weekend on the water.

Vincent Gaffney and the crew of his Albin
Express Alliance secured both the North
West Offshore Racing Association (NORA)
title and the West of Ireland Offshore
Racing Association (WIORA) title over the
weekend of June 20/21, with classes 1, 2, 3
and White Sails Class 4 competing.

Fracn QOMicer Alan Crombie acsd his War
utslined: @ combination of vwindwand

- leeward, triangle and coastal races
for all classes, meaning a multitude of
disciplines came into play.

In Class 1 Sligo X332 Roxanne took the
spoils ahead of two J109’s - Catalpa and
Joie de Vie. She looked to have one hand
on the overall trophy scoring three bullets
and three seconds. However, another
skipper who had eyes for the silverware
was Conor Rohan’s Class 2 winner
Ruthless, a Corby 26, that fended off the
advances of Treyona and Boojum, both
Sigma 33s, scoring three wins and two
second places.

However, it was Vincent Gaffney who firmly
grasped the cup with five race wins and
JLERY e RRcond plese opecure e ClLasd
A tithe shaod of loce] Bosl H@llminrk end

Galway boat RhoCodar to win the overall
WIORA/NORA titles.

Afloat caught up with Vincent on his return
from Clifden “We were pushed hard this
year but we are delighted with our win,”
he said. “l would like to thank my crew

of Garret May, Noel Davidson, Suzanne
Carroll and Aideen O’Kelly who sailed
faultlessly throughout the week.

“We are honoured to bring both the WIORA
and NORA titles back to Howth and we
look forward to Fenit 2009”

WIORA 2009 will take place in Fenit, Co.
Kerry, with Tralee Bay Sailing Club hosting
the event in conjunction with the ICRA
Molional Champianihipe
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“This Island Nation...” are words which

| have used to introduce Seascapes

on RTE Radio 1 for nearly 20 years.

They have come to be used regularly in
everyday conversation to describe how
this country is physically placed on the
western extremity of Europe. They are
words which have been adopted and used
by politicians, forming a phrase regularly
used in the Dail. They have been spoken
by Government Ministers.

It can, therefore, be accepted that there is
a degree of awareness that Ireland is an
island nation and that this physical entity
on which we live is surrounded by water.
People have lived in the coastal regions
of Ireland for more than 9,000 years. It
would be reasonable to expect that from
such a tradition politicians who lead our
nation would have a pride in our maritime
tradition.

Why, therefore, is the Government so
dismissive of the marine sphere? Why
does it disregard it so much?

Brian Cowen may have reshuffled his
Cabinet but has done nothing to improve
the position of the maritime sector within
his administration. Former Taoiseach
Bertie Ahern does not leave behind him
a positive record of innovative maritime
development. He dismembered the
Department of the Marine and spread

it amongst several Departments to the
stage where it is often difficult to know
what is where.

At the Boat Show in Malahide, several
exhibitors in the leisure section told me
of their difficulties in getting a response
from Departments in which marine
sections are located. One company has
been trying for 18 months to get an
answer. Sent from one Department to
another, he was still awaiting response.
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Brian O’Sullivan, President of the
Federation, was strong in his criticism of
the Government over the lack of a national
maritime policy, but is anyone listening

- either civil servants or politicians in
Government?

Minister Eamon O Cuiv, opening the Boat
Show, spoke of the importance of the
marine sphere and the opportunities it
provided. To exhibitors, he appeared to be
committed to the coastal regions and the
marine communities.

But in the larger context of the State’s
administrative apparatus, it appears that
the marine sphere is meaningless. | have
been told that a committee of senior
civil servants decided that there was

no need to include the word ‘Marine’ in
the title of the Department of Transport.
Noel Dempsey holds the title ‘Minister
for Transport and Marine’ but his civil
servants don’t see any point in using
‘Marine’ in the official name of the
Department, even though the Marine
Safety Directorate is based there and it
also has responsibility for the ports.

This is the same Department where
senior Coast Guard managers are trying to
close the Valentia Island and Malin Head
Coastal Radio Stations and move them to
an urban centre, one of the reasons for
which they have given is that an urban
location would be closer to shops, schools
and entertainment sources!

How insulting, how dismissive of coastal
people and coastal lifestyles. The Coast
Guard managers told the people of
Valentia Island, who are opposing the
closure of the radio station, that Valentia
was open to “terrorist attack...”! This is
not a joke, it's actually what was said.
They want to move the station to Shannon
- a location more likely to be the target of
such attacks, one would have thought.

SEASCAPES
TOM MalSWEENEY

The PEFE DE AFia: WHAEr ikl SHoee 40 Haanan

Apart from oocaEianal CITUmSTENGES, M
long-term consistency has been shown by
Irish politicians towards the sea.

Irish population history stems from

those who arrived first on our shores to
establish communities. There is some
disagreement amongst historians as

to the date on which a land connection
existed between Ireland and Britain, but
it is believed this did not survive beyond
10,000 years ago. Historical records
indicate that the first inhabitants of
Ireland arrived after the last Ice Age,
some 9,000 years ago in the Mesolithic
period. This is based on artefacts such

as stone tools and domestic debris found
in coastal areas, on lake shores and
riverbanks, associated with water and the
sea. These maritime connections indicate
that the first people to arrive in Ireland
came from the sea, crossing open water in
some form of boats.
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treated aismissively by the State, by pouticians ana cvit
servants who turned their backs on the sea and looked

inwards, neglecting the sea and the bounty it offers.

How will history judge the Government’s attitude to the
marine sphere? By its geographic position, Ireland is a
maritime nation but the Government seems to ignore
the potential that exists, dismantling the marine brief
and fragmenting its responsibilities across several
Departments. There is an irritating phrase, often uttered
by business and industrial leaders, academics and
politicians, quoting 'the knowledge economy’ as an ideal
towards which the nation should aspire, a meaningless
utterance, when contrasted against State-led disregard
of what the marine sphere could provide.

Itis time for a national marine policy, according to Brian
0’Sullivan,“Ireland, an island nation with over 9,000
kilometres of coastline - a vast expanse - and almost
1,000 kilometres of navigable waterways, is a country
with unexploited and underutilised natural resources.
We have some of the best coastal cruising grounds

in Europe, but with little or no facilities. The fishing
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and emoraces each martime sector and caus for a
co-ordinated European marine development policy. But
our Government has disregarded its maritime resources
and reduced the marine sphere to amongst the least
important of its concerns. What is required is a national
integrated marine policy which considers all the sectors,
evaluates their contribution to the economy and also

the wider socio-economic impact that development can
have on coastal communities.”

The Irish Marine Federation values the economic
contribution of the marine sector at €700m, with
another potential €400m to be earned from leisure
tourism.

Time is critical, further delays and procrastination
unacceptable, the Federation says. “It is time for a
politician with vision to initiate a national debate and
ensure that an informed integrated national maritime
policy is developed and implemented.”

Is there such a politician? The record would not give
encouragement.
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With new mega
matars’ changing
our perceptions of
whal-an outboard
inator is and what it
can do [see separate
story on page 38
t's sasy to overlook
developments lower
down the scale,
which is where the
volume sales are.
Tony Jones reports
on what's new for
this season in the
real world
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Honda’s BF40 and
BF50 are even

neater and tidier
under the hood now
that electronic fuel
injection has replaced
the carburettors

20HP TO 100HP

Honda BF40 and BF50

Honda have upgraded and
modernised their well-established
and very popular BF40 and BF50
outboards for this season by
replacing the carburettors with
electronic fuel injection and

changing the shape of the gearcase.

The core powerhead remains the
extraordinarily effective 808cc, 3-
cylinder SOHC unit that has been in
continuous production for 13 years
now.

Honda call their brand of injection
PGM-FI for Programmed Fuel
Injection, but of course all EFI
systems rely on some form of
computer and are therefore
‘programmed’.

Honda’s approach to fuel economy
is interesting. It involves getting the
boat up onto the plane as quickly as
possible, more or less regardless of
consumption during acceleration.
The ECM mapping to achieve

this is called BLAST for Boosted
Low Speed Torque. Basically, it
involves richening the mixture and
advancing the ignition timing as
close to the detonation (pinking)
limit as possible between 1000 and
4500rpm.

Once in the cruise at low load
between 3000 and 4500 rpm, the
computer goes into 'ECOmo’ super-
lean mode, richening up instantly if
further acceleration or full power
operation are required. Honda say
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Okay, so it looks as if the 350hp outboard is here to
stay. Less than a month after Yamaha announced it&
staggering 5.3 litre (323 cu in) F350, Mercury have
come up with the Mercury Racing Verado 350 Sci

BETTER?

The Verado represents the diametric
opposite to the Yamaha when it comes to
design philosophy. The F350 is a naturally
aspirated, big block V8 with an output that
is actually quite modest for its capacity; the
Verado is a highly tuned and supercharged
small capacity (2598cc/156 cu in) straight
six. It's the Japanese who seem to have
adopted the Yankee motor racing saying:
‘There ain’t no substitute for inches’.

The 350 Sci sets a new benchmark in terms
of output/capacity ratio — an amazing 135
hp/lt from a mere 2.6lt. The F350's 65.7
hp/lt is almost exactly half that and is
pretty relaxed for a 4-valve DOHC motor
with all sorts of sophisticated induction

and exhaust features. That suggests that
there’s yet more to come sometime in the
future.

But while hp/lt is interesting, in the real
world, power-to-weight - best expressed
as horsepower per 100kg of dry weight - is
of more practical interest (not to mention
money which we’ll come to a bit later).
That's because weight not only affects top
speed but acceleration and handling as
well. The Verado may be of small capacity,
but light it isn’t. But at 634lb (288kg)

- exactly the same as the 300hp ‘cooking’
version - it is still 170lb (77kg] lighter than
the Japanese engine, giving it a PWR of
121.5 hp/100kg against 95.9hp/100kg. So

if all else remains equal, the Yamaha extra
bulk is the equivalent of having an extra
person in the boat. Depending on the boat
in question that may matter a lot - or not
much.

Better lose weight

So let’s expand our attention downwards
to include the current generation of 300hp
motors but focus on power-to-weight
rather than sheer grunt.

above: Yamaha's amazing 5.3t F350 is
the world’s largest capacity outboard
motor. For big boats only
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Sticking with
4-stroke for the
moment, the Alt, ¥
Suzuki DF300 ha
to be a contender
It's has a 200Lb (k%
advantage over the Yamaha and

a still useful 30lb (kg) over the Verado. It's
the second lightest engine of the top six
and 3rd in terms of PWR. In smaller boats
that might well cancel out the ‘missing’
50hp, and in larger, heavier boats, at least
compensate significantly.

But in performance terms, there’s one
engine that stands head and shoulders
above the rest: the new Evinrude E-TEC
E300. The 300 uses the powerhead first
seen on the 275hp E250 H.0 ‘bass fishing
special’ announced earlier this year. This
is pretty much a bigger bore (by 3mm)
version of the standard 250hp block,
raising the capacity from 3279cc (200 cu in)
to 3441cc (210 cu in).

It also comes with a beefed-up gearcase
and gearset to handle the extra torque
featuring modified side water intakes plus
six holes on the forward upper curve of the
bulb to allow for shallow water running.
The overall shape is also slightly modified
to further reduce drag.

Emissions-wise, this direct-injection 2-
stroke is compliant with the CARB 2-Star

Engine Capacity/Propshaft power
Mercury Racing 2598cc Sté6
Verado 350 Sci 350hp (261kW)
Yamaha F350 5330cc V8
350hp (261kW)
Evinrude 300* 3441cc Vb
300hp (224kW)
Mercury Verado 300 2598cc Sté
300hp (224kW)
Suzuki DF300 4028cc V6
300hp (224kW)
Yamaha F300 5330cc V8

350hp (261kW)

4 =PA regs and the
‘ndment.

# e onsiderably 276lb
<11l l=ghiar than the F350, 1061b

1 iha ine ‘racing’ Verado and

76lb (35kg) less than the Suzuki. This gives

it a truly exceptional power-to-weight ratio

of 125.5hp/100kg.

Conclusion

If sheer grunt and bragging rights are your
only concern, you have a choice between

a highly stressed, supercharged 2.6 a
behemoth 5.3 litre V8. Your call.

We know that that the Suzuki DF300

Vé delivers very smooth and quiet
performance throughout the rev band
and this would be an excellent choice for
long distance cruising. And in most boats
the performance deficit, if any, would be
minimal.

But if acceleration and sporty performance
is what you're after, the direct injection E-
TEC has to be the favourite. The downside
is a slightly rougher idle and a more
strident exhaust note at max rpm than

any of the 4-strokes. But at cruising rpm
there’s not much in it.

These two engines have another advantage
over the two championship contenders:
performance per euro.

Hp/t Dry weight Power-to-weight
134.6** 6341b (288kg) 121.5hp/100kg
65.7 804Lb (365kg) 95.9hp/100kg
87.2 528Lb (239kg) 125.5hp/100kg
115.5** 6341b (288kg) 104.2hp/100kg
74.5 604Lb (275kg) 109.1hp/100kg
56.6 804Lb (365kg) 82.2hp/100kg

* Direct injection 2-stroke ** Supercharged



If you fall into the latter group, please be assured that
the recreational marine industry is firmly on your side.
‘Accessibility’ - by which they really mean ‘making things
easier for newbies’ is seen as a key strategy for its future
financial well being.

The appearance of Volvo Penta’s IPS and CMD’s Zeus pod
drive systems were huge steps forward in this respect.
Neat berthing now requires only the most rudimentary
hand-eye coordination. Push the joystick in the direction
you want to go (push harder for faster], twiddle it to make
sure you keep straight, and ‘Bob’s your Master Mariner’.
Another step in that direction has now been taken by
Mercury Marine with Axius, which takes advantage of
CMD’s Zeus technology to bring joystick control to boats

fitted with twin Mercruiser sterndrives - and no need for a

bowthruster either.

On first hearing of it, | confess to being a bit sceptical;
generating the necessary sideways force by individual
computer control of each leg’s thrust vector wouldn't be
the problem; controlling yaw at the same time might well
be; particularly with long, thin sports cruisers and RIBs
with strong weather-cocking tendencies.
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Docking, You
vither Love 4
or hate it. Love
it because

it gives you

o chance to
show ofl your
consummate
boat handling
in franl ol

an audience
just dying for
you to make

a mess of

il or hate il
because that™s
inovitably what
happens, Tony
Jones reporis.
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On the water

| was recently invited to come and

find out for myself in a Sealine SC29
fitted with twin Mercruiser V8 petrol
sterndrives featuring Bravo Il legs at
Ancaster’s Port Hamble marina. On 1=
day, | was pleased to find a 15mph winid
was blowing straight down the river
against the tide: ideal conditions for =
test.

First, | carried out some routine
berthing manoeuves in the confined
space between the pontoons where 11
was relatively calm. Using Docking IMeads
(rpm restricted to just above idle) th#
boat performed exactly as advertisef
and yaw control - by twisting the joy=:1ick
- was encouragingly authoritative.

True sideways movement was availals
at docking speed without difficulty.

But decent hand-eye coordination

was still required to pull off a smoot!
backwards-and-sideways-and-line-ii
up-at-the-same-time manoeuvre inft: &
tight finger pontoon berth. It was thern
time to venture out into the river propes
and see whether Axius could cope wil
that crosswind. As luck would have
the counter tide ensured the Sealine
was held firmly against the full force
the wind and unable to scurry sidewuy
away from it. Once out of Docking Mests
with 2000rpm available at full stick
deflection, | found it quite possible tix
push the bow upwind and do turns ¢
the spot with aplomb.

abepryp | AEwE ot A (1A SRR Yy weclermg e (el
Ty sach aubdr ive kg ndepesientiy

Hardware and pricing

Apir: from the joystick, the only new
hsrttare required for Axius is an electro-
Fniraulic steering actuator unit (one per
l=ijl which takes its commands from the
cantral Axius/DTS computer.

#Aus will initially be available on petrol
uterrdrives with freshwater cooling and
thw sdvanced SeaCore anti-corrosion

yerEm, but should be released for the
figw range of CMD diesels by the end of
nexl season. For technical reasons it will
B# festricted to the Bravo Il leg.

As | was twisting and turning, it strutk
me that a lot of all the in-and-out ge#
shifting was going on behind me witfurit
the usual jerks and snatches. Mercury «
rolling improvement programme for
tha: Bravo i doive hos corimnmy rea)

ansiEnn

standard petrol option on the SC29 is
£wili 205hp (151kW] Volvo 4.3 GXI Vés and
[ legs. With the optional bow thruster,
the List price is £127,005. The Axius boat
twin 250hp (184kW) Mercruiser

! %P| V8s and Bravo Ill legs. No bow
fhruster is required, and the price comes
5 £135,066. So an additional £8,000 gets
wiu ot only the convenience of Axius but

i=ther 90hp. | hope Sealine are ready for
tha rush.

ibove: IUs dilficult to believe thal
#ferndrives can produce this sort of agility

left: Control via the three axis joystick is
oampletely intuitive

Conclusion

To use a phrase rapidly becoming part
of the standard English lexicon, Axius
does exactly what it says on the tin.
Personally, | was pleased to find that

it doesn’t completely de-skill close
quarters boat handling; it makes things
much easier and safer for the less

confident while still allowing a bit of
! showing off for the ‘experts’. You can
certainly call that progress.

&l
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il the best but is also Irish,
sreat. That'll work to our
annefit. ”

Arrong the up-and-
4Ming crew members is
juungster Scott Millar.

e 25-year-old from
Hewtonards, the youngest
1" -he boat, claims he
w5 chosen because
‘10 5 six foot four, Irish
int under 30. A former
tpresentative rugby
alayer for Ulster, Millar
ilso a graduate of
Ll RYA's Keelboat
aregramme, sailing as
Irimmer on board a Farr
42 n last year’s gruelling
taitnet Race. Green
Tmam skipper lan Walker
sxlanded a personal
witation to Millar, having
=¢ft an eye on him as
1 member of the John
M« -ricks Sailing Trust, set
i after the tragic death
! Walker’s former sailing
aattner.

“~ice joining the squad
1as been working hard
1 ohysical preparation.
1’5 very strange physical
lbaming in that we are
I"¥ing to put on fat as

wall,” he said.

iicording to the guys
#m did the race last time,
!you start out at your
alvesical peak, you'll just
waste away. If you have a
11 of fat on, you'll be at
your peak by the second or
iturd leg, which is perfect.”

Uuring recent first aid
irdming, Millar found
fiself paired with

H=amian Foxall.

¥¥= were learning how to
dlinan IV drip and | was
aractising on Damian. |

il to him: "Two weeks

i | was reading about
¥ winning the Barcelona
¥i-ld Race, and now here

i1 putting a needle in
yourarm’.” The ocean

are novice told Afloat: I

men’t done a lap of the
warld, so the first leg is the
%ty one | can think about.
% very daunting. I'm told
it I'll do my best and
warst sailing in this race.”
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‘Leaving home: The Green team boat leaves the shed, ready for the water

Millar was too young to even remember
Ireland’s only other entry in a round-the-
world yacht race, which Foxall cites as his
inspiration to get involved in the world of
ocean racing.

“l was in the Canary Islands on my first
transAtlantic when | saw NCB coming
through Gran Canaria. “Later on, seeing
one of those coffee table books, seeing
the Irish boat, | felt suddenly there was
something on the horizon which was
interesting and exciting that | hadn’t
necessarily been exposed to.”

Also confirmed in the squad are
Australian Tom Braidwood, a helm/
trimmer who sailed with Ericsson in

the last VOR. Joining Justin Slattery on
the bow will be Kiwi Andrew MclLean, a
100kg heavyweight who has sailed with
Team New Zealand and has sailmaking
and rigging experience with North

and Southern Spars. Trimmer/driver
Aussie Phil Harmer is another double
VOR veteran, and another RYA academy
graduate, Freddie Shanks, also comes to
the bow from Walker’s Patches campaign.

BACKING UP ON SHORE

The shore crew are a vital component in
a professional campaign of this calibre.
Bringing years of valuable experience to
the shore team is Johnny Smullen, who
worked and sailed on the NCB campaign,
and has been a long-time collaborator
in boatbuilding projects with America’s
Cup legend and Whitbread veteran
Dennis Conner. He has also worked for
the US navy, building high-speed stealth
catamarans.

He’ll be working with Johnny Mordaunt,
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another Irishman involved in the

shore sides of the Artemis Open 60
campaign and Ellen MacArthur’s Jules
Verne challenge, as well as being an
accomplished big boat sailor in his own
right.

And rounding out the Irish shore
triumvirate is Boat Captain James
Carroll, who managed the build of TP52
Patches for Walker and owner Eamonn
Conneely, and has sailed super-maxis
around the world.

MADE IN CHINA

Green Team's Reichel Pugh design
emerged from the yard in China on May
13 to begin its journey to the UK for fit-
out. Already, two teams had their boats

in the water - the American Puma team
and Ericsson, based in the Canary Islands
- and Green Team eventually headed out
on the water on June 16.

As a member of the second generation
of VO70 designs, Green Team could also
draw on the experience of a full race
worth of mistakes and design errors to
get their spec right.

Although their design is among the more
traditional, eschewing the experimental
spray rails on the bows of the Russian
and Spanish boats, Foxall seems happy
with the end result.

“The drawings for the boat were specced
correctly,” said Foxall after the first sail.

“Everything’s working well. The rig was
very straight, we had code zero up and
full main in the building breeze, and were
able to come in, tick the rig off, and now

First shots: The Green Dragon’s maiden sail. The
boat hit 25 knots in trials

can move on to more extensive sailing.”

Walker agreed. “Starting in no wind, we
slowly loaded the boat up and quickly

got sailing with full cant on the keel in

15 knots of wind. As always with new
boats, there were some glitches and we
already have some modifications to make,
but it was overwhelmingly positive. The
boat feels beautifully balanced, the keel
system is working well and the mast and
sails set up nicely.”

The glitches he referred to weren't
exactly cosmetic. Word spread quickly
that Green Team had broken their
bowsprit on their maiden voyage.
However, team insiders told Afloat that
it was simply a matter of beefing up the
structure with a thicker layer of carbon
fibre.

After initial sea trials, the boat will move
to Galway for more training and its 2,000-
mile qualification voyage.

Miller was eager to play down the early
gremlins, and showed he has a good view
of the big picture.

“Once everything’s signed off, we can
start the really hard training,” he said.
“The plan is to break as many things as
we can, really. To see how far and fast we
can push it and see where we can make
any weight savings.

“Galway’s the perfect place to put the
boat through its paces. In a few hours
we can be in the middle of the Atlantic
- that's where the most damage was
caused last time around. Perfect.”
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A Basaeil ek eniry o e alve Deagr
Race (VOR] is imminent following the
purchase of the winning boat from the
2005/6 race by Ireland’s top offshore
sailor, Ger O'Rourke.

After a gap of 20 years since Ireland last
had an entry, the news that the tiny west
coast sailing community will field two of
the eight teams in the 2008/9 race - at
an estimated cost of €16m - is not only
the biggest investment ever seen in Irish
sailing but a global sports story to boot.

After a 24-month spell at the top of

the world offshore circuit in which he
conquered the Fastnet and the Sydney-
Hobart, many wondered what O'Rourke,

a property developer, might do next; few
imagined a full VOR campaign, where
competitors include Ericsson, and spends
of €40m on a two-boat campaign.

O’Rourke’s new vessel, the previously
named ABN Amro 1, is due to arrive in
Ireland shortly following substantial
upgrade work to compete with a new
generation of Volvo 70 designs, the fastest
monohulls in the world. Although the
other Irish entry, Green Team, expected to
meet stiff competition in its nine-month
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expect it from its own back yard

It is understood the two teams have
already held preliminary talks on areas

of co-operation and will collaborate on a
number of pre-race projects including sail
testing off Galway in August.

Pundits will expect O'Rourke to struggle
against the six other new builds designed
specially for this race, but O'Rourke has
been cast as underdog many times before.

The Western Yacht Club sailor has
secured a boat that wiped the eye of

the last VOR fleet two years ago and it
remains the benchmark from which all
new designs for the current race are still
being measured.

He confounded experts before in his
previous yacht, the Cookson 50 Chieftain,
when he won some of the biggest prizes
in the offshore world, including a class
win in the 630-mile Sydney-Hobart

race. He had an overall win in last

years 600-mile Fastnet race, but readily
acknowledges this is his first 33,000 mile
marathon, and that he will begin the race
as an outsider.
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KEEPING
IT PRIVATE

The Green team entry has received
state backing of €8m for its entry
and the staging of the Galway stop-
over leg, but O’'Rourke aims to go
round the world on half that amount,
all of it funded from the private
sector.

With just over 100 days to go to

the start of the race in Alicante,
Spain, O'Rourke has hatched a
marketing plan to tap into the Volvo
Ocean Race’s estimated two billion
television viewers over a nine-month
period, and the hunt for a title
sponsor for the craft is underway.

The race organisers claim a 200

- 300% return on investment on
media exposure alone for syndicates
involved with the 2005-6 race.

It is understood that a launch event
will be held on the river Liffey at
the International Financial Services
Centre in June for O’'Rourke’s
campaign.
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The Class Zero fleet was a star-studied affair
with some top professional sailors from Ireland
and the UK, including Etchells European
champion Andy Beadsworth and veteran
round-the world-yachtsman Guy Barron on
Mariners Cove; Olympic sailor Mark Mansfield
at the helm of Jump Juice; and past J80 World
champion Ruairidh Scott on board Teng Tools,
Voodoo Chile.

Volvo Ocean Race winner Rob Greenhalgh and
his brother and Extreme 40 champion Peter
were part of a top class crew on Antix Eile, along
with Irish Olympic sailor Peter O’Leary. Past
Mumm 30 European champion and North Sails
designer Dave Lenz was on Blondie IV.

In IRC Class Zero, it truly went to the wire with
Dave Dwyer’s Mills 39, Mariner’s Cove, winning
on count back, having scored the same points
as Conor and Denise Phelan’s Ker 37, Jump
Juice. It is a shame that this boat will not be
representing Ireland in the forthcoming Rolex
Commodore’s Cup. In third place was Eamon
Rohan’s Mills 40, Blondie IV, ruing a prop that
wouldn’t fold on day one and hitting a mark on
day two, putting them out of contention. Anthony
O’Leary steering the Ker 39, Antix Eile, had a
great first day, scoring two bullets but could not
repeat the form throughout the championship.
It is understood that the sail design team is
looking at some new sail shapes, especially
downwind.

Andy Beadsworth, tactician on Mariner’s Cove
commented, “It really has been a great weekend
of racing and | am very pleased for Dave Dwyer,
as he was definitely raring to go and to come out
on top was our goal. The hospitality at Howth
has also been excellent and the organisers
deserve applause for laying on a professional
event.”

With an eye on this year’s Rolex Commodores
Cup, it was notable that the bowsprit designed
boats didn’t seem to fare as well on the
windward leeward course as they did on the
round the cans course which had an element of
reaching to it.

IRC Class One saw probably the tightest and
most competitive racing of the weekend. Going
into the last day, two yachts were vying for the
class win, both of the yachts were apply named
‘checkmate’ as the two foes circled each other
in the pre-start of race 6. Tino Hyland and
Nigel Biggs' J/109, Checkmate XlI-Sail4Cancer,
came out on top with Mike MacCarthy’s

Ker 32, Checkmate, second overall. Barry
Cunningham’s Corby 33, Cantango, was close
behind in third.

IRC Class Two saw Colwell and Murphy’s Corby
25, Kinetic, winning by some margin but stress
levels were high throughout the championship
as the crew carried an OSC from the first race of
the regatta. In second place was veteran Royal
Irish Yacht Club sailor Tim Goodbody helming
his Sigma 33, White Mischief. Cork sailor David
Rose was third in the Corby 25, Obsession VII.
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The tie-break decision went in favour of Dave Dwyer’s Marinerscove.ie which pipped fellow
RCYC entry Jump Juice (Conor Phelan) by virtue of two wins on the second day to the Ker
36.7’s solitary race on the same day

Tino Hyland and Nigel Biggs of the Royal St. George YC made the most of their J109
Checkmate XII's performance capability and handicap to win Class 1 on IRC with a string
of good results. Their only place outside the top two - a third in the third race - was their
discard and the win will give their Sail4Cancer appeal even more profile!

The disappointment of being OCS in the first race was quickly forgotten about on board
Kinetic (Richard Colwell, John Murphy and crew) as the Howth boat set about winning the
Class 1 IRC title in some style. Four firsts, a third and a fifth allowed the Corby 25 to head
the single biggest fleet by the single biggest margin (15.5 points) as the only host club
success
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Describing himself as a ‘reluctant
#dmiral’ when it comes to telling
Fis story, Mike MacCarthy started
#ailing in dinghies at the Royal
Cork Yacht Club at about nine or
f2n years of age. He’s now been
Imvolved for 30-odd years having
worked up to admiral, a position
e will fill for the next 18 months
Faving started in the position in
January 2008.

Enjoying his tenure, looking forward to Cork Week
and commenting on what it means to be admiral,
MacCarthy maintains that, “the club here is quite
large and there are a number of different sections:
racing, dinghies, cruising, and motor-boating, and
each group has their own social element. | have to try
and represent every one of these and not just the club
itself, which makes the job time-consuming, yet very
interesting”.

Putting a slight sail to his own story, MacCarthy
acknowledges “I'm from the racing fraternity and the
name of my boat is Checkmate - a family association

- which is a racing cruiser, and | enjoy racing in West
Cork and go 1o Dublin on @ reguisr Dasis, and ve Deen
bo Dikn Lacghaite Week several tlimes™.

¥ the Royal Cork Yacht Club had the sar of
Governmont, MacCasthy would e 1o see "3 bedtee
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land= and waier-baced, For Imstande, 6 Uhad a €5
millkon donation tomortew, | weulds'§ e able 1o baild
o maring. Ora slisway, The planniag regulstices

and the red-tape between The Depariment of
Coammunicatiang, Energy snd Natursl Resouroed,
walualion departments and county councils [eyan
Ihegig® Cork County Councll has Baan very good o o
and hes boen vory nderstanding] 1s a nightmare, We
Thared @ winh lal of 8 number af projects we'd ke fa
da including extending sur marina, pitting ina oane,
and developing an extra slipway, Howevar, with all the
diffarent depsrirments to pegatiate with, I1's incredibty
ditticuty to (mproyve Lha guakity of ihe club,”

Fer mera Infermation on the Ropsl Cork Yacht Cliab see
wnd Fayaloork com

And then there’s the racing. Outside the heads the fleets go
their separate ways in the morning, returning to the marina,
bar and bandstand together at the end of the day. The middle
part of the day is filled with the reason most go to Cork - a
mix of courses, conditions, classes and competition that is
unsurpassed.

The secret, as always, is in the successful mix of onshore and
offshore pleasures. The tent city provides as many memories
as do the racecourses, and with 10,000 visitors through the
gates in any given year, its status as one of Ireland’s biggest
sporting events is assured. Landlubber delights this year
include several top music acts, with Paddy Casey and Aslan
just two of the big names gracing the tent city in "08.

But what of the racing at ACC Bank Cork Week, the 2008
edition, which is likely to be as memorable as any other?
Entries have already reached a respectable 380, down from
the heady, chaotic days of 600 boats and more, but it’s a fleet
packed with quality. Again, it'll be a spectacle like no other at
the top end of the ratings, where the big money and the pros
live.

For those who enjoy the skyscraper effect of superyachts,

as you crane your neck upwards to take in their monstrous
rigs, there are a handful of over-60s, including the awesome
STP 65 Moneypenny, owned by San Franciscan Jim Schwarz,
and the enormous 90-foot Reichel Pugh, Rambler, one of two
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THE VIEW FROM THE MARINA

The Royal Cork Yacht Club s
counting down the years to its 300th
anniversary celebrations in 2020

.
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William O’Brien, the 9th Lord Inchiquin,
and his five cohorts had the maritime
inspiration to coin The Water Club of the
Harbour of Cork.

Now, a name-change and couple of
port-swaps later, it's one of Ireland’s
most innovative and welcoming clubs

with a membership totalling around

1,500 with 280 berths, which regularly
hosts major world, European and Irish
championships. If the planning authorities
were a bit more lenient, it could extend

its marina to 500 berths. Recently it
elected Deirdre Tingle, it's first lady rear
admiral, who is in charge of dinghies. It
has three representatives in the Optimist
World/European team and one of its
sailors - Peter O’Leary - along with
Stephen Milne has secured a place at

the forthcoming Olympics in the Star
class. Always interested in recruiting new
members, the club is involved in a primary
school initiative locally where students are

being taught sailing as part of their sixth
class sports curriculum. From July 12th
to 18th, Cork Week - the popular biennial
sailing regatta and Ireland’s biggest - will
be in town bringing with it sailors from
all over the world to race six courses in
20-odd classes in what many refer to as
one of the great fun and party regattas
anywhere, once the serious competition
has concluded on the water.

While the Royal Cork Yacht Club has
full dining and bar facilities. there

are a number of other options around
Crosshaven, the peaceful sailing village
in West Cork, that lies guard where

the Owenabue River enters the sea at
the mouth of Cork harbour. One of the
landmark must-see pubs is Croinin’s
on the Point Road harbour-front which,
while a popular haunt for sailors, is also
home to the Mad Fish seafood restaurant.
Next door to the pub is Thecla’s gallery
and craft shop which is well stocked

WWW.AFLOAT.IE

with all sorts of craftwork by local

artists including handmade candles,
pottery, children’s clothing, paintings and
jewellery.

Elsewhere the Moonduster Inn and
Restaurant - also highly thought-of on
the waterfront - Fusion, The Admiral
Drake and the China Sea provide an
eclectic choice for visitors eager to soak
up the atmosphere, particularly around
Cork Week. For those more interested in
putting together their own meals, there’s
the farmer’s market every Saturday in the
village square.

Accommodation-wise, there isn’t really
luxury on a grand scale with most
offerings down the guesthouse avenue

or small family hotels that have been in
business a long time. A selection of what’s
available can be checked out at www.
crosshaven.ie and includes directions to
most of those featured.
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YOUR GUIDE TO CORK
HARBOUR BY LOCAL
MARINERS ANTHONY
D'LEARY AND EDDIE
ENGLISH

ROCHES POINT
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Today, HM Yachts is among the big five in Ireland, Inannnaiy 2008 4505
an award-winning dealer of Jeanneau yachts TR it

and motorboats, Najad yachts and Finnmaster
motorboats. As well as their extensive brokerage
business, the HM team see close to 40 top-of-the-
range powerboats and sailboats safely onto Irish
waters every year.

Based at Crosshaven Boatyard, HM Yachts has
grown from a small yacht management firm into a
fully-fledged brokerage with several of the world's
best marine marques in their stable. Surrounded
by a range of providers of marine services, HM
Yachts can call on a range of external experts to
compliment their in-house knowledge base for
after-sales service.

The story behind the company and the roots of its
customer-centric ethos stretch back to Royal Cork
in the 1970s, where Mockler served in the club

as ferry boy, working in the club bar and crewing
aboard the legendary Moonduster.

“I've been involved in boating since | was about

12. | really grew up with it,” said Hugh. “I sailed
Moonduster for five years as a paid hand and built
up a lot of experience.”

While treading the boards of Crosshaven’s marinas,
Mockler worked maintaining boats. He was marina
manager at Royal Cork for ten years and moved into
second-hand brokerage before setting up HM Yachts
in 1997.

It wasn’t long before HM Yachts was able to
commandeer the dealership for the French-built
Jeanneau line of sail and powerboats. Jeanneau
are one of the world’s largest and best-known firms
of boatbuilders, and contribute 50 per cent to the
Beneteau Group’s output of almost 10,000 boats a
year.

'epanaau ¥

With the Jeanneau franchise in place and doing
well, HM Yachts ‘fell into” partnership with a
smaller but complementary marque, Najad. With a
smaller range and a fraction of the annual output of
Jeanneau, Najad allows the customer tailor the boat
to their individual desires.

“We grew into Najad through a friend of mine who
also happened to be a customer as well. | ended up
travelling to Sweden to look at the factory with him
in 1994 and got introduced to the guality of Najad.”
Wit Bgja Lk L imyabiermimn |

vt By Ahe L

T2

. — - =,
5 -1
o tt- i ; !

A -
e e E,
& i - - -

- 'i"ﬁ'_'_ﬁ ey




A TEF rufabod

ey T inlary

JEANNEAU

JEANNEAU SAIL

Jeanneau’s stable is split
between the Sun Odyssey
cruiser and performance
range. A major player in
the cruiser-racer market,
Jeanneau was founded

in 1957 and is part of the
global Beneteau group.
The group supplies the
world’s biggest charter
cruiser fleets, and puts
global feedback back

into their production
processes to craft a range
of cruisers that caters for
almost every need, desire
and whim.

The Jeanneau marque
will be a familiar one for
most Irish sailors, and
their racy SunFast 3200
was voted European
Yacht of the Year for 2008
by a panel of European
journalists. At the beefier
end of the scale, the Sun
Odyssey 54DS offers the
height of cruising luxury.

JEANNEAU POWER

Jeanneau’s power range
is extensive. From the
nippy Cap Camarat
outboard speedboat, the
Bond-esque Runabout
755 and on to the more
substantial Merry
Fisher range, through to
Jeanneau’s hardtop and
flybridge Prestige range,
HM Yachts has watched
its motorboat business
expand as powerboating
opens up in Ireland to a
new clientele.

In turn, Jeanneau’s
relationship with HM has
already seen the Cork
outfit win Distributor

of the Year, and sales

fly in the face of talk of
economic gloom. Every
possible activity is catered
for in the Jeanneau Power
range, from skiing to
fishing to simply getting
about in luxurious style.
Jeanneau has stamped
out a decent reputation

in the motorboat market,
and the Prestige line has
expanded to nine models
between 30 and 50 feet,
all providing high levels of
comfort and performance.



NAJAD

These Swedish-built
cruisers are tough,
highly customisable
and provide the same
peace of mind in tern®
of quality as the gentl#
‘clunk’ of a Volvo car
door. In business
since 1971, Najad’s
range incorporates
the sedate and the
speedy, with sizes
from 35 up to 57 feet.
As the delivery from
Sweden proves, even
the diminutive 355
punches above its
weight, and these
sensible cruising
craft have a solid air
of immortality about
them. You don’t buy
a Najad, so much as
invest in one.

Clever Scandinavian
ergonomics mean
these boats live up to
the tag ‘live-aboard’,
with few sacrifices
made in terms of
comfort. The price
tag reflects the build
quality, and as the
sole distributor in the
Republic of Ireland,
HM Yachts is proud

to offer Najad as a
premium option for th&
discerning yachtsmarn
who doesn’t want to
buy ‘off the rack’.

Vil 1R Pggael TAckig, sheTe

< U8 b e S peelaiily

Most Najad buyers will actually come to the
lactory, where they meet the management team
and the guys who are working on the customer’s
mat. So there’'s more of a personal touch, more
one-to-one with customers.”

o that end, Darren McGrath manages HM’s Najad
zfles and after-sales, and personally delivered
I1%e first Najad 355 from Sweden to Ireland in

tile for April's Malahide Boat Show, crossing the
forth Sea and down the Caledonian Canal.

i:was freezing,” said McGrath, “There was snow

i1 the mountains either side and we lived in our
tirermals. But the boat was lovely, we had force
ive and upwards - she’s beautifully balanced. No
trouble.” His boss sympathised, but the end result
14, yet again, better service for the client.

I’s great - the fact that we can show the owners
i1%e boat and say: "You know, when we came back
Irom Sweden, this is what we found, and we know
w1at the boat is capable of .”

% ockler says that attitude is key to providing
fustomers with a full-spectrum experience.
-ome companies would have a salesperson and
1 different individual to deal with after-sales. Our
policy is that if they've sold the boat to the client,
tirey deal with that same client for the entire life
“*their boat.”

#lan Barton came on board in 2003 to take on
If"e Jeanneau power sales and aftersales, and
kockler and his wife Amy deal with Jeanneau sail
Lustomers and provide other peripheral services.

#5 HM has grown, the emphasis has remained
un one-to-one service relationships with clients.
Zne gets concerned that the more boats you
-2ll, the less you're concentrating on service

that success in sales will be detrimental to the
#ssential service side. Half the battle is that we're

vwvare of that and do everything we can to combat
i’

# clear focus on customer satisfaction has paid
lwvidends, and as well as happy boat owners, the
mien in suits from Jeanneau have also expressed
tireir gratitude. “I'm not saying we're the world's
liast, but we did get an award from Jeanneau back
112005 as Distributor of the Year, which was for
st after-sales throughout the whole Jeanneau
dmalership in the world at the time.”



TEAM HM

Hugh Mockler

Founder and proprietor. The driving force
behind HM Yachts, Hugh's experience in boating
spans all interests and levels of performance.
Primarily in charge of the Jeanneau sail range,
Hugh is an established member of Cork’s
boating fraternity, a former Admiral of the Royal
Cork and the vice-chairman of the Irish Marine
Federation. He prides himself on the level of
personal service his company provides.

Amy Mockler

Married to Hugh and co-founder of the business,
Amy is involved in all aspects of the business.
She also manufactures dodgers, wheel covers
and covers for booms, binnacles and cushions
and the leathering of wheels. Amy has been
with HM from the beginning, adding to the
range of customer services provided from their
Crosshaven base.

Darren McGrath

Najad and Jeanneau sales and after-sales
manager, a powerboat instructor and an
employee of Hugh's going back over ten years,
Darren has been working in the marine industry
since the mid-nineties and joined HM Yachts in
1997.

Alan Barton

Joined HM Yachts in 2003 to take on the role

of motorboat sales. A qualified powerboat
instructor, he has responsibility for after-sales
in both power and sail.

Pl b B i b
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FINMMASTER

A Finnish range &
motorboats from 16
to 32 feet. HM took
on the agency to
provide customers
with the option of
buying something
with a Northern
European styling.
With sporty lines,
there is an excellent
level of finish and
the range stands
out as different
from anything else
offered around the
coast.

HM YACHTS

Capaghasnn Boaxlyard
Creashdwmn

L. Cinrly
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FICKLE WINDS s srixc
SURPRISE RESULTS

When the sailing venue for the Beijing games was
announced, more than a few eyebrows were raised
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TEAM MANAGER

o Mot o, Malatidg
N Backgreund & Rl time coach with Sadlcoach,
took the South African and
Seyrhedles squads 1o Sydney
2600, coachad the German Star
afsaad af &lfens anil [ained the
P& i 2008 a0 Diymale canch
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FLYING S0L0. Peals samed Ehrocgh sheer grit sad fif
delarmenaise®. Thare s no ipin m Laser i

SPECIFICATIOME:

Lengihy  &33m

Breadiha §.2T7m

Weighti - S6.Tky

Type: Binghy

Craw |

Designar: Broce Kirky
ond lan Brises

Yeari 1749

Tho Lasar Radiad
raplaces tha Europa
cluss for Beljing.
Ireland’s
regresanialive in the
Europs in Sydney and
Athans, Maria
Calaman had soma
culstanding
parhormances and
wan rEnked warld
fiamber fwa ln the
Inal up bo Sydney
Sha hivishaed 12th in
Sydrey and 188h in
Alhena

D8



LASER RaBIAL

1 T (1.1} P b £ )
| Werldianking, 4
Aesulbs: Waitd Champdonehips
2006 - 291h
Himmil BCR 2008 = 1 11h
Giympic test avanl,
o |ingdao, JOUT - BUY
_Inactien 11 =21 Angusd

Faving groem up sailing Oplimists in: Malahide's
Brosdmoadows estuary, as part of =-family of tap
dinghy sailors, Ciars has bogn o member of iha
Laser class's top lighi in Ireland lor Leveral
YEArE

A Radial salior sver since the boals appeared in
ther country, Peslo now ranks L5th inihe warld and
i% pann as one of our bast hopes for & Lop sight &l
Tingdas, whara her light airs acume will coma
into play. Werking as a PE teacher helps her
maintain har fitness oulside of trainng heurs

Tha Radial s the smallest of the Irish boats This
temie fownd, and is one el the mosl widety-Sailed
dinghies in the world, with mare than 190,000
Lasers produced sincs 1971 A purist’s boal, (ha
LasaT e85 @ rigeely contralleg nn--dislun, and has
|Hi-1. Five camtral Lines, meaning thi foous is
squarely on the sedlor's liiness and skill Tha
Radial rig is smalier than the standas rd rig used as
ik lightwieight men’s dinghy ad the Olymipics, and
iwmaking its fjrsi appoarance at the games
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SPECIFICATHINS;
Lengifh:  &5m
Breadth: 1.4m

Weight:  Thlkyg

Type: Dinghy

Cravn 1

Designer: Richard Sarby
Year: 1¥52

n | gl nating in Finland, he
Firn iz 3 one~persamn, single
14E] difrghy thal has Bean
part ol the Clymplc Games
skhce 19EL 0t is an nlansely
tachical bt inwhich the
fep ten Flaces are ofien
m-l'-l_plrl Biter several
Bours racing. The beat
rewards sailors wha sre (1
and sble Lo perioem he
exhausiing task of driving
e bl hdll et Eng
manage the Lectal and
peychotogecal aspedia of the
rate.

IRELANDS PAST
MaLa e s Gl d Surrows
plaged & trail in the Finn
class wien M Frsl saded it
In 1¥98 becoming Youth
Warld Chimiplan b 1he
waEne year. He had fwo race
wifia and findshed mimtk
ewerall in the Sydnay
Qiymplcs. Me alsowan a
Beranpe madal alisa
Ewrcgaan Champlonships
that yoar and in 2004 took &
Bronze madal ol ine wartd
champéopships belare
fimigheng 13%h overall in
hgmone,

10




SHADBOOY. Fnm eallor Tim es changsd by phyical
thage complately ko sing inta the Beasressght dinghy

"j =

y TIM

(GOODBODY

| Pt ta Lmﬂa;aﬁu.
Hettand 2008 = 11in
Eurapean CRamplanships
2008 - 218t ek
fafhourne 2008 = THA
200 =12 I'i'_l

Az a fermar Laser saitor, Tim bas huiil a Fina
campaign on his exporience in Sipg|e-handod
classas, and the understanding of
single- mindedness. Bulking up bo take on [he
larger Finm, Goodbody guickly found himuell
\eaptrogging other contenders inte the top Tlighl
: ﬂmmmmﬂmenMﬂﬂu
squad, Goodbedy s o top prospect for a padium
finish in 2012, whe showld parf arm solidly in
Qingdaa. Inhorits mueh ol his compatitive drive
fram Tim Goodbedy Sr, his fnther.

THE BT
Tha Finn & the Beavywsighl man's dinghy, with
sailors typlcally weighing in &t around the 100kg
mark. & poweriul and hugely physical dinghy to
gail, [rish Finn sallor David Burrews was Testisd as
ane of the Hittest members of the Irish Dlympic
squad = up [herd with the rowing teams. Many
Fimn sailors, intluding current gold madallist Ban
Alndlie, gradusie up from (he Laser dinghy. iis
carbon masl is testamaent fo its siatus as a

“ deyalopment class, while its heavy motal
centraboard reminds l;nltnl #fie class has bean
arpund sinca 1952

FIERCE] T COMPETY
ETiT
NFLJer'rI AN Fl"l_'-"'l rl.l.lll.l'rE.'
I"-\.":-ll-"IEIN'II ";.ll. I-':I'*'-Ih.r
IO
ANYTHING T & TOULD Saij
MARK |,r1|5r.g} .wr o P-:F\lll-"-‘: .
Hic AN ABILITY T F'llr HE
rprli':.THI_‘l..' I‘qrrl?_-l-;:ll 1
YERY 000 BIG py T} I'{Fp- R
|l-l'f.|..l




SAYS

THE cOACH
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MG WIRE ACT: Gar Dwens [lefl and Phil Lywton

url_rlﬁqinul the tradlticn sl 470 dinghy perteftly
= nakliuldus paflors of the clissiial sthasd
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STAR CREW DEEP EMD HE'S
coOMMITTED Tt

\ pog, e ' THEHTD,HRE_MILEH 1o
'-,-—JI'“"“ W) . Bamgor, Go. Down W,
Sallsfrom:  Baltoime
oridranking: &7

macien % 22Aup

A Pl Aol mewWCamar 1o “ﬂrrl'. it 1his levnl, Shaphan Miing s
uispihar naller who has changed o boady shape radicsliy ant
LRI grownd runmng A Lk o -prigandrs liyde hag saen
Rl gize- U Io sddme @l [ W rid & Dasl abilers wirkeu] any
|I._::.|.I'_ mnd fe gred Pebar Bawe prowen b solig pasring im e

el



Tlow jp it o il Folan (0 Haany itk Simphion Hilrs s s e alfnial lyspi
SLAF noninEes of Besh 0 G S aking Sanacation and the by mps Coum .
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STAR

PETER

SPECIFILATIONS:
i Lengtht  &.9m

Breatth: 1.73m
Welght:  &7kg
T Keelboay
Craw: 2
Designar: Framcks Swaisguth
Yoar) 1511

STAR HELM

Tha Star was Sesignad in 1717 by
Framtes Swetigulh and madn it
lersd appearance at the Diympic
Games in TRIL, making (1 1he &ldest
Oyepls Class. [0 @ hlghly technical
doubie-tanded kealbosl which
reguire bath Ehe helm and crew 1o

e in tupe with the beal The T2
open eelbont kas a highly frepile
and wtta senalthee rig. which nesds
the camatant skt niien of the tws
crewr. Many of the world's top saslars
poui and preseni have besn involwed
in the Siar Class.

Delta Linyd Regatis,
Heilarud 2008 = 11Eh

: Siar World Champlonahips,

Sewen pears ogo Patar Bunne’ O'Leary pastod Irsland’s hesl IRELANDS PAST

Lidii Ireland s past
ever Laser resukl bn the Youlh Waerlds - sixfh - boloea it Mark Manafesla's 20 yesr resutts

it European carmpaign trad i the Laver in il mosihs S By dbwms B the 160 180 od L

teading up to hir o o, bt Fitd Uhe Slar elaes mlm:uurw‘ur:u:ﬂ::,ulumnlp.
and anstandty {sund hés feem, himaell 12 thw 1ap ol %6 highlight Being a branze medal
1hrm-trihndmuqﬂnﬂdm#m-r rhd-clnes st the wortd charnplonships in 2000

mm races s he W wilh Dawid 0°Brian; bul at the Gamas
n‘l‘_ur'pilr'np"l'gl Knarws: Fiow (o itaaif thase Wind of tinishes Stwaps

hlu:ll:.l g0 famd. & very cabm, collected sallor whe roredy
fosed Ehae haad, and woudd Be 8 tap prospect lor 20132

wlwdad b, bis oot being in Alisnte
in 195 wham b finishad 121k, kis
wisrs| Atha s wh oo be ended hin
Siar career bn V7 vh with Kallsn
Colling

Kihne 2004 Dlyripic Heaulls

Gold; Terben GRAEL and Marcela
FERREIRA - Brazil
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MLAND BY BRIAN GOGGIN

Every year Waterways
Ireland (W) provides
an account of what it

has been doing and
what's next on its list
of things to do. In 2007,
it spent € 15.5 million
an new and improved
facilities including
refurbishment across
the network, an extra
770m of jetties and the
continued restoration of
the Roeyal Canal
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On the Grand, a 40m long culvert under the canal
at Rahan has been replaced, with associated canal
embankment works and realignment of culverts
to both upstream and downstream channels.
Another 3km of the Barrow Line was dredged,
between Ballymanus bridge and Vicarstown.

In Dublin, major repair works were carried out

to stabilise the walls in Grand Canal Dock. The
General MacMahon lifting bridge over the canal
basin (between the Inner and Outer Docks) was
replaced by a fixed structure and, in a separate
project, the Grand Canal Square was extended
into the dock as a platform extending over the
water body. With Dublin City Council, about 700m
of towpath surfacing was improved, with overhead
lighting, near Davitt Road at the start of the Main
Line. In Sallins, works commenced in association
with Kildare County Council to improve the
harbour area: rebuilding the footpath, putting
services underground and adding overhead
lighting. For 2008, the main item will be the long-
awaited service block at Shannon Harbour.

The Ulster Canal is now on the list. In July 2007
the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC)
asked WI to restore the section of the Ulster
Canal between Clones and Upper Lough Erne.
Wl is establishing a project team for day-to-day
management, reporting monthly to a Monitoring
Committee chaired jointly by the Department of
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Rol] and
the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (NI).
The project will take six years to complete.

Finally, much has been happening on the Royal.
A new lifting bridge at Begnagh has been finished
and work has started to replace the bridge at
Mosstown. A 600m section of bank reconstruction
and lining was carried out between Ballydrum
Bridge and the 44th Lock near Killashee.
Investigative works were completed at Richmond
Harbour Dry Dock, a major restoration of the
45th Lock was completed and Cloonsheerin
Culvert was fully restored. Lighting and railings at
Maynooth Harbour were upgraded and deep gate
landing jetties were installed at the 41st and 42nd
Locks. Negotiations continued with Westmeath
County Council to provide an adequate water
supply to the Royal Canal.

In Dublin, between Binns Bridge and Croke

Park, 400m of towpath and wall were improved.
Spencer Dock was widened from 12m to its
original 30m width. Works included exposing and
strengthening the original dock walls. Access
was granted for a new LUAS bridge across the
Dock. All of these works are part of large scale
re-development of the area, in which the Royal
Canal is an important central feature. Work began
on the new Sea Lock, which has the dual purpose
of facilitating navigation at all stages of the tide
and providing flood protection to the area in the
event of high water levels in the adjacent River
Liffey. The project includes construction of new
mitre gates and new sector gates, together with a
control building for the operation of the Sea Lock.

In our next issue, we’ll have information on plans
for the reopening of the Royal Canal in 2009.
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Dowra

Waterways Ireland had applied for planning
permission to extend the Shannon Navigation
upriver from the head of Lough Allen to Annagh
Upper, near the village of Dowra. The plan included
dredging of the river and the construction of a
16-berth public harbour at Annagh Upper, with
an amenity area, car park and road access. In the
lower stretches of the river, dredging would have
been mostly of silt, but near Annagh Upper some
bedrock would have been removed and used to
build a weir upstream of the moorings.

In July 2007 Leitrim County Council gave planning
permission for the development, subject to some
conditions; the decision was appealed to An Bord
Pleandla, which in April 2008 refused planning
permission on three grounds.
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other documents had adequately assessed
and addressed the likely effects of the
development on the environment and, in
particular, on the very rare fish, the Irish

Pollan, which is unique to Ireland but whose

status, according to the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, is bad, with poor prospects

Second, the board pointed out that

the Leitrim County Development Plan
2003-2009 sought to encourage location
of facilities in or near existing towns and
villages, to maximise the economic and
social gain for the local community. As
Annagh Upper is “an unserviced rural
area at a remove from the nearby village
of Dowra”, the development would be
“contrary to the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area.”

Third, the board said that the local road
serving the proposed site was very poor
and that the proposed development woulsi
endanger traffic safety.

I’'m not convinced that the rejection of thi
development is a disaster. Relatively few
boats use Lough Allen, and they've had
improvements to two existing moorings irn

recent years. Does the traffic justify a furli=
development? Or would the money be beft=!

spent elsewhere? Perhaps an extension !
the southern end of the navigation, throus’

Parteen Villa Weir to O'Briensbridge, woult!
be a better investment. Not that I'm biaset

Rwil Delany’s new history of the
Shaanon Navigation

Faryml Tanad Loch &7 & 2000
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Rush out now ...

and buy a copy of Ruth Delany’s history of the
“hannon Navigation, just published by Lilliput
Fress (paperback €29.95, hardback €60). Ruth’s
reputation as a waterways historian is solidly
==tablished, but this book takes her work to a
2w level.

e structure of the book is broadly

ronological, starting with works carried out
=fore 1800 and then devoting two chapters to
112 achievements of the Directors General of
In.and Navigation up to 1830. But most of the

“'rastructure we know on the Shannon today
came after that, based on a survey by Thomas
Ahodes for the Shannon Commission and a
"#port to the government in 1833.

T+ at led to the passing of the Shannon
Navigation Act in 1834 and the appointment

of five commissioners (including Rhodes)

to carry out work on the Shannon. Between
then and 1850, mill dams and eel weirs were
removed and bridge arches were unblocked.
In the lower Shannon, the Black Bridge was
built at Plassey and weirs were built at Worlds
End (Castleconnell) and Corbally. At Killaloe
the bridge was improved, a large L-shaped
weir was constructed across the river and

the canal retaining wall was built. On Lough
Derg the navigation was opened to Scarriff,
Mountshannon harbour was built and the
Ballyshrule and Woodford rivers were dredged.

Upriver, boulders removed in dredging out
shallow places were used as bases for navigation
markers. Portumna bridge was replaced and

the new cut, weir and lock at Meelick were built.
The old Banagher lock was bypassed by a new
navigation channel in the river, with a swivel arch
in the bridge; Shannonbridge too got a swivel
arch. A new lock and weir were built in the river
at Athlone, with a new bridge (again with a swivel
wiaction), and the old canal was abandoned.

1n Lough Ree the marking system was
improved. The old lock at Lanesborough was
'emoved and locks and weirs were built at
Tarmonbarry and Roosky (abandoning the old
Hoosky canal]. The bridge and quay were built
11 Carnadoe and the shallows at Derrycarne
"arrows were excavated. Jamestown canal was
1=-sited and new bridges were built across it,
ot Drumsna bridge was just strengthened.
Lzarrick-on-Shannon bridge was replaced and
=me improvements were made in the river to
Hattlebridge and in the Lough Allen Canal, while
ar the Boyle Water bridges and a lock were built.

1" ere were some small changes to the
in‘rastructure in later years, and they are
tiavered in this book; the most important was the
twilding of Ardnacrusha and the abandonment
1" the old navigation between Limerick and
fillaloe. But most of the Shannon as we know
it :oday was defined during that twenty-year
r<riod in the middle of the nineteenth century,
i~d Ruth Delany brings it to life: the surveys,
112 plans and the changes, the incidents during
dnstruction.
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There are chapters on flooding, on the Shannon

steamers and other trading vessels and on
the changes reflecting new uses: recreational
boating, fishing, hydroelectric works, the
development of bogs, the hire industry and the
need for water management. Even looking at
the pictures of boats would provide hours of
amusement.

Some people may shy away from the prospect
of reading a 250-page history book, but there
is no need to do so. The book is indeed full of

information but it is also extremely well written:
any technicalities are explained fully and indeed

entertainingly.

But there is more: this book is extremely well
illustrated and produced. Sponsorship from
Waterways Ireland enabled the publishers to

use full colour throughout, with an extraordinary

number and range of illustrations ranging
from maps and charts, through drawings of the
tools used in construction, to early black and
white photographs and to contemporary colour
photographs. The result is a magnificent book,
whose quality is a fitting tribute to the research
Ruith Deelmriy g pubin be her subject oyer

e yFars — amd 1o e work she has doné in
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from firsid Camal Dock, Biagesnd

The old moorings at Kilglass
in the Carnadoe Waters
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Registration

The proposals for registration of vessels are
covered elsewhere in this issue, but | have a
few comments from an inland perspective.

| should say that | am not opposed to
registration in principle. | sold a boat once
to a man who was surprised that there

was no way for him to be sure that | had
title to it; registration would have provided
reassurance to him. If it enables the Revenue
Commissioners to check on people’s tax
affairs, | have no objection to that either.

| have made some suggestions to the
Department of Transport: that the old
registers should be computerised and made
available online for research and that Killaloe
(where boats were sent to be gauged) should
be the port of registry for inland vessels.

I also commented on the requirement that |
flisplay a flag. | don’t really like flags (apart
from our own)] and | don’t see the point

when I'm inland. More seriously, there

frave been times when boats from Northern
treland might have been reluctant, for

Isar of violence, to fly a red ensign in the
r=public and when southern boats might
Irave preferred not to fly their ensign when
rrorth of the border. | hope those days may be
Eehind us, but if the temperature should rise
igain | think boaters should be free to avoid
Zalling attention to themselves.

| 'am not clear whether houseboats will have
'h be registered. And it would be nice to have
n register of wrecks: | don't mean boats

[hat have been wrecked while under way

Lt rather those that have been abandoned
ind have sunk at their moorings in Killaloe,
“hannon Harbour or Lowtown. And that
Brings up the point of how this registration
will affect Waterways Ireland and its register:
Ihe proposals are silent on the matter.

Finally, the big threat in the scheme is in

he sentence “Only vessels which meet the
ipplicable standards under national, EU

“r international law in relation to safety,
“2curity and environmental protections

n force at the time of application for
megistration will be allowed to register” and in
Ihe requirement for tonnage measurement.
liwners might be hit with any number of
“femands under those provisions, and there
ire no details of what we might be in for. |
fon’t like buying a pig in a poke: | want more
Ifetails.

Hetting tough

¥laterways Ireland has issued Marine Notice
/5 of 2008 saying that boats that have been
[7arked in one harbour for more than five
Zonsecutive days, or for more than seven
fays in a month, may be removed from the
ravigation. This would be good, although |
fon’t know how it’'s to be done. It probably
won't be as drastic as the recent removal of
‘unken vessels from the Grand Canal Dock
i Dublin.
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Beneteau is understandably proud of its
reputation as the builder of highly attractive
beats, both cruiging and racing. and the new
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THE DCEANIS 37
IS THE NEWEST
ADDITION TO
THAT RANGE
WITHIN THE
BENETEAU FAMILY
AMND AFLOATS
GRAHAM SMITH
PUTIT THROUGH
ITS PACES OFF
MALAHIDE AND
HOWTH

Eospeirg wei L1 il 1Bs chop ol the Baily

First impressions

Moored with its transom to the pontoon
during the recent Lombard On The Water
Boat Show in Malahide Marina and packed
close to other Beneteaus may not be the
best way to get a first look at a new boat,
yet the new 37 still stood out.

From the stern view, it had a distinctly
racing boat look about it, with a beamy,
straight-sided aft section, immediately
appealing to a cruising sailor who is still a
racer at heart.

The test boat had already been sold by
Beneteau’s Irish distributors BJ Marine
and, not surprisingly, there are a few more
potential sales in the offing.
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On Top

The innovation starts

on deck. The first to

catch the eyeis all-

new companionway

door system. Exclusive

to Beneteau, it's one

of those ‘why didn’t
someone think of that
before” inventions: two
interconnected perspex
sheets forming a hinged,
see-through hatch cover
system. Simple, yet highly
effective, it has the added
advantage of flooding light
into the cabin as well as
being considerably more
secure than the traditional
methods.

In the cockpit, one of the
aft lockers turns out to

be a very clever life-raft
storage arrangement.

The entire portside corner
of the cockpit lift ups to
reveal the life-raft ready to
slide easily into the water
without any heavy hoisting.

Right next to this locker

is a pivoting helmsman’s
bench which swivels out of
the way to give easy access
o the transam hatieng

olathare

cruising boats, in which
all lines are lead along the
coachroof, the Oceanis
maintains the more
conventional, racing layout,
with the genoa sheet led
to a fairlead and track on
the side-deck and along
the cabin side to winches
mounted next to the
helming position.

Where other larger
Oceanis models feature

a large almost tear-drop
shape side window on the
cabin, the 37 has reverted
to a long rectangular
shape which is very much
in keeping with its design.

Elvstrom Sobstad sails are
becoming a popular choice
among boatbuilders these
days and they come as
standard on the Oceanis,
together with lazy jacks
and furling headsail.

The steering wheel is large
and comfortable without
restricting movement
around the stern, and is
linked to a convenient,
easy-to-read instrument
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Down Below

The quality of finish so long associated with Beneteau is
evident from the moment you step below, enhanced by
the massive amount of natural light streaming in through
the large side windows and large roof hatches.

The two-cabin version allows for a sizeable shower/head/

‘washbiasin compartment and a deep sail locker accessed

Irrm 17e cockpit. The three-cabin model reduces the size

af the bathroom facility and removes the sail locker but
nary offers more comfort and accommodation.

e ae'ley features a double sink, a front opening fridge,
4 alitirg crockery storage container with drainer, loads

af drawers and, as befits a French boat, plenty of stowage
lorthim wine bottles.

I = cabins, every conceivable nook and cranny is
utilnes for storage space, including room for the better
Jrar iEquired for going ashore after a day’s cruise.

The (hart table is not given its own separate seat

out imncead uses the end of the saloon bench seat to
miaxsn se the space around the centre table (which can
#a=ily accommodate six adults). A boxed-in unit above
ihe L1 ert table is designed to house a microwave if so
detifed, or act as extra storage, although without the
mucriwave it looks a little strange.
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Linder Sail

The 37's predecessor was said
15 be a tad disappointing on
Me performance stakes but
Me new edition hardly fits into
Mat category.

To Buy For
A cruising boat with all the
comforts that entails but with
the style and panache of a
racing boat - the best of both
worlds, really - plus the new
innovations such as hatch-
I a fresh south-easterly covers and life-raft storage.
#J-knot wind off Howth, she
I"amped along upwind at over
1.6 knots without being put
wnder any real pressure and
it 30° off the wind close-
rauled. She glided effortlessly
ilownwind, 170° off the wind
it over 7 knots without a
Jinnaker.

To Cry For

The ‘box’ to house the
microwave over the chart table
is a little cumbersome and
looks out of place with the rest
of the interior design - it has
the feel of an afterthought,
even though it can be viewed
as a useful addition.

She handled easily, with the
large wheel and good balance
4 lowing finger-tip control,
#ven in those conditions.

How Much?

Basic Oceanis 37 on the water
Dublin €130,032. Review
model (including Exclusive and
IFyou feel your racing days are Electronic Packs) €150,733.
tver but want a cruising boat
Mat gives some reasonable
performance, then the Oceanis
47 can neatly fit the bill. It has
u feel of a racing boat, it looks
like a racing boat yet has the
creature comforts associated
with cruising.

Go For More

The standard specification,
as you might imagine from
Beneteau, is extremely good
but the Exclusive Version with
extras like teak cockpit sole,
electric windlass, radio/
CD/MP3 player, electronic
pack, etc., are always worth
considering.

Under Power

Like a lot of boatbuilders these
days, Beneteau has opted

for Yanmar engines for the
Oceanis range and the new 37
benefits from a 29hp unit that
is more than adequate for the
purpose.

Afloat Verdict

If there was a doubt over

the performance of its
predecessor, the new Oceanis
37 more than makes up for
any previous shortcomings.
It's an attractive, competitively
priced cruising boat that has
sufficient pace to be raced in
the White Sail Cruiser Class.
Not a bad combination at all.

Indeed, it proved highly
responsive when returning the
boat to its marina berth under
tricky wind conditions.

Controls are to the side of the
steering wheel console for
ease of use while the engine
itself is easily accessible under
the companionway steps.
Sound-proofing has received
considerable attention, so the
Yanmar hums along without
being too intrusive.

Oceanis 37 is distributed by
the Irish Beneteau agents BJ
Marine of Malahide, Tel: 01 806
1560. BJ also have branches in
Crosshaven, Bangor and Malta.

OCEANIS 37

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

11.47m

3.9m
7,470kg
65m2

140 litres
Yanmar 2%hp

Length (LOA)
Beam
Displacement
SETWACE!
Fuel Tank

Engine
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f-'\t_l.ul'mng (U tne dictiondry, vre o1 e
definitions of ‘harmony’ is ‘a pleasing
arrangement of parts in colour and size’
and that would be a fitting description

for the new Harmony 47, distributed in
Ireland by Viking Marine of Dun Laoghaire
and West Cork Marine in the south.

Itis the second largest in a range of boats
(from 31ft to 52ft) from Harmony Yachts,
part of Groupe Poncin, which may be

relatively unknown here until now but is
clearly setting out to take on the more
established French boatbuilders on a
number of fronts.

The La Rochelle-based manufacturer
says it has invested €25 million in
developing a revolutionary process with
new technologies which the competition
have yet to discover. In partnership
with specialists in composite materials
and industrial engineering, Poncin

has created a ten-stage process that
involves vacuum injection and infusion
that will produce greater rigidity and
constant weight.

The technology, including robots and
environmental protection measures,
is quite impressive when you read

The Hasmniy LT poweding alohg
ehera- hiiled on Dublss Bay

the company’s literature but for the
potential owner, the proof will probably
be a few years on, when claims of
strength, quality, etc., will undergo their
severest test.

Harmony, however, is clearly confident
that it has the right formula. The
company says the processes it has
developed actually help to reduce costs
and production time and the price tag
would seem to reflect that, with the

47 particularly competitive on the cost
front.
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First Impressions

First view of the Harmony 47 was in Malahide
Marina at the recent Lombard On the Water
Boat Show and as one of the larger boats on
display, she was hard to miss. Moored on a
oontoon hammerhead, it was an impressive
sight at the end of a row of boats moored
stern-to the dock.

A boat with a high freeboard can often look
oulky but the 47 has elegant lines, with a
wide blue band along its full length to break
up the mass of white hull. The coachroof
that sweeps gently aft from the middle of
the foredeck and features five rectangular
oortholes on each side to add to the pleasing
side-on view. A specially designed ‘dolphin
nose’ overhang steamhead on the bow, with
metal strut support, houses the anchor while
orotecting the hull and is an unusual, yet
oractical addition.

Designers Mortain & Mavrikios were
charged with creating a racy and slim look,
out to give large living spaces and good
sailing performance and they seem to have
managed a fine balance between classical
and modern.

On Top

The immediate impression once onboard

's of wide side-decks without the clutter of
ropes, with halyards and sheets all led aft
along the top of the coachroof to self-tailing
winches at the front of the cockpit under the
sprayhood, as per the norm now in cruising
ooats.

The cockpit can accommodate up to eight
oeople with some comfort, with a detachable
table mounted on a permanent stainless
steel structure (a little cumbersome when
trying to move around during sailing). One
neat touch is a step up from the cockpit

to companionway which doubles as a very
nandy halyard and sheet storage unit.

The steering wheel seemed, at first glance,
to be a shade on the small side for a large
ooat, but that viewpoint changed after only
a short time on the helm, as it was more
than adequate for the task. The instrument
cluster is mounted on the steering wheel
cluster, above the top of the wheel and nicely
in the line of sight. The helmsman’s seat
oehind the wheel tilts easily backwards to
oe transformed into a comfortable bathing
olatform with stainless steel ladder.

Harmony opts for larger masts for strength
and safety and the shrouds are fixed to
chainplates at points where the hull is
specially reinforced, with the aim of reducing
structural loads and removing the need for
tie-rods below.

Elvstrom Sobstad are the sails of choice on
the Harmony, with a fully-battened mainsail
and lazy jacks as the norm, and a choice of
cloths and cut to suit the individual owner.
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Down Below

If the 47 seems big on top, it is generously
spacious below! The norm is a three-cabin
layout, with a large master cabin forward
- complete with its own en-suite, island
berth, desk/vanity table and two hanging
lockers - and two double-berth cabins aft.

A four-cabin layout is also an option, which
means the master cabin loses its en-suite
to allow for two single bunks forward and
the island berth is replaced by a standard
double-bed.

In the old style of things, the chart table is
a self-contained navigation station and the
galley is a single-piece facility on the port
side, complete with hob/oven, sink, drainer,
double refrigerator and loads of storage
space.

Three portholes on each side of the main
saloon and a couple of hatches provide
plenty of natural light, although our test
model featured a rich dark cherry wood
finish, much favoured in hotter climates,
apparently. It doesn’t seem to work here, as
it seemed too cold; the lighter birch finish in
the brochures gives a warmer feel for Irish
temperatures.

It's a personal choice, of course, but
either option gives a lot of large-volume
cupboards, wardrobes and shelving. The
saloon can easily seat eight people around
the table in considerable comfort.

Under Sail

The 47 was a major surprise when it came
to sailing. There is a preconceived notion
that if it's big, then don’t expect too much
on the performance front. The 47 begged to
differ, it has to be said, and was something
of a revelation.

Initial doubts about the size of the wheel
were quickly dispelled when sailing out

of Malahide Estuary in a brisk Force 4-5
southerly wind. The fully-battened mainsail
had a good shape to it, unlike the often flat
cruising mainsails that can be found, and
she powered along without any problem at
around 8 knots upwind.

The profile under the water has a long
rudder blade and a bulb keel which certainly
enhance the performance and she was well
balanced on the wheel, without recourse to
straining the arm muscles too much to ease
through the waves. The straight bow and
fine entry add to an easy passage through

a chop.

Acceleration, particularly after a tack,

was impressive for a big boat. You would
expect it to take a while to get back up to
speed, but again it came through with flying
colours. If you were thinking large, possibly
sluggish, cruiser, please revise to large
cruiser with attitude.
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To Buy For
A lot of thought has clearly

gone into the French marine
industry’s ‘Young Pretender’,
with attention to detail,

loads of space and top class
equipment, but the surprise
package was the turn of speed,
so performance was the major
plus factor when it was least
expected.

The cherry finish on the test model
needs some change for Irish
conditions

To Cry For

The cockpit table support is too
big for the space it fills, as it
restricts movement of anyone
around the companionway or
tailing a winch. A smaller unit
or a demountable version might
be a better option. The dark
wood interior finish is likely to be
considered simply too cold for
Western European climates - it
needs the bright, warm feeling
of the lighter wood effect.

Under Power

Harmony has opted, as standard,
for the latest generation of Volvo
diesel engines and the 47 features
a powerful 55hp unit that has no
difficulty in driving the 10,650kg
displacement boat along.

Of course, the engine is not only there
to help power the boat when sails
cannot be used but also to produce
electricity and hot water that are such
a vital component on a cruising boat.

How Much?

Boat Show model, the ‘Limited
Edition Esprit Vintage” option,
costs €227,870, inclusive of VAT
and delivery, a competitive price
for such a big boat.

For a big engine, it is relatively quiet
and attention to sound insulation in
the engine compartment means noise
is reduced to highly acceptable levels

below deck. Go For More

There is €21,000+ in the pre-
VAT, ex-factory, price difference
between the basic boat and the
Elegance model (with Comfort
Pack) and another €12,000+ to
upgrade to the Esprit Vintage. At
that level, the top-of-the-range
is the only option.

The engine controls are conveniently
located on the central console
housing the steering wheel so no
bending down to an inaccessible
throttle on a cockpit floor is required.

Afloat Verdict

The new kid on the block, so to
speak, was a pleasant surprise.
If the build quality matches the
claims - and the performance
certainly does - then this can
be a serious challenger to the
status of the better-known
French builders. Watch this
space, as they say.

Harmony is distributed in Ireland
by Viking Marine in Dublin, tel 01
80 6654; and West Cork Marine in
Cork, tel 021 458 0174
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Sonas Marine’s new UK base in Portishead
was an expedient decision. “We had a number
of customers in Britain already so the new
office is a natural progression for us,”
explained David Maguire. “Our best selling
range during the year was that of ChrisCraft
and they've expanded into a whole new
market. We're very excited.”

ChrisCraft’s reputation is built on designing
boats such as the closed-deck Corsair line,
the sporty Speedster and the classic 40-foot
Roamer motor yacht. The new development
seeks the launch of a fishing boat range, with
the Catalina 23, 26 and 29.

The 26 boasts an array of features that were
created with the serious fisherman in mind.
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