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Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport
Leeson Lane
Dublin 2

15th May 2018

Re: Transfer of Dún Laoghaire Harbour to Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council

Dear Minister,

We, the elected members of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, write to you concerning the proposed transfer of Dún Laoghaire Harbour to the Council.

In the first instance, we deplore the unconscionably long delay by your Department in implementing the provisions of the Harbours (Amendment) Act 2015. This delay has seriously impacted on the status of the Harbour itself and hampered progress in a number of areas.

You will be aware that, on the 6th of March, the elected members of the Council unanimously expressed their agreement that the Harbour Company should be dissolved and transferred to the Council, and we note that you have referred to this expression on our part in your letter to the Chief Executive of the Council on 29th March.

What we do not understand is why you would now seek to effect that transfer without indemnifying the Council from any of the estimated €33.5 million in liabilities that have accrued in recent years.

To direct that transfer, without any funding whatsoever, would constitute an act of vandalism.

We cannot accept that your Department would actively and knowingly place this Council into hazardous financial debt that would result in cuts to services across the county. Such a move will mean your own constituents will see reductions in the Council’s provision of public facilities such as parks, libraries, sports pitches, road, footpaths, lighting, and a range of other things that we currently provide for the businesses and resident of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown.

It is totally unacceptable to us that our hard-working local economy would be shouldered with a debt for which they have no responsibility, or that our residents and local property tax payers would have to suffer cuts because of your refusal to accept responsibility for the action (or inaction) of a company that was the responsibility of your Department.

We recall that, when Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company was established, in the late 1990s, it was created debt-free and the assets of the company were handed over by the Office of Public Works unencumbered. Why would it be reasonable to now ask Dublin’s poorest local authority to pay for the failings of a semi-state company?

We remind you that the unfairness of your proposed action will hurt the very people you represent, your own constituents.

We now call on you to indemnify Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council against all additional costs that we will incur in taking over Dún Laoghaire Harbour, for a period of seven years from the time the transfer takes place.

We remind you that Dún Laoghaire Harbour is a location of singular local and national, and even international, heritage, and it deserves nothing less than your commitment not to make it unviable from the outset.

The Councillors of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, of all parties, are eager and willing to assume responsibility; we are only asking that you would act in a fair and consistent manner in not placing an untenable financial burden on a responsible and well-run local authority.

We look forward to your swift action on this issue.

Yours sincerely,

DLRCoCo Councillors
