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SUMMARY
1.

4

SUMMARY

On the afternoon of the 31st January 2016 two persons and two dogs departed in
a canoe from a strand in the vicinity of the old graveyard, Templenoe, Co. Kerry
to go duck shooting on a nearby island. Shortly after departure the boat capsized
resulting in the occupants ending up in the water. One person was subsequently
rescued; the second person’s body was recovered the next day the 1st February
2016.

FACTUAL INFORMATION
2.

FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1

Description of Vessel (Canoe)
Type of Vessel:

Construction:

Principal Particulars:
Length Overall:

Beam:

Depth:

Coleman RAM X 17 canoe.

Traditionally built, double ended, open canoe
constructed of low-density polyurethane.

Hull I.D. Number CP2324511889
Serial Number 5907D800.
5.18 metres (m).

1.07 m.

0.46 m.

The vessel was fitted with two seats and an aluminium keelson. The vessel was
propelled by two 1.5 m long paddles (see Appendix 7.1, photograph Nos. 1, 2, 3
& 5).

The manufacturer no longer has any records for this type of vessel, but stated
that it was built in the year 2000. It is noted that the Recreational Craft
Directive does not apply to canoes.
2.2

Voyage Particulars

The vessel departed from the strand by the old graveyard Templenoe, Co. Kerry
at approximately 14.00 hrs on the 31st January 2016 with two men and two
springer spaniel dogs on-board. They were going to an island to go duck
shooting. During the passage the vessel capsized resulting in one person saved
and one person lost (see appendix 7.2 Location of Incident).

2.3

Type of Casualty

2.4

Weather Conditions (see Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report).

Very serious marine casualty with loss of one life.

Met Éireann reports adverse weather conditions in the area at the time of the
casualty, with winds from a west-south-west direction, strong to near Gale
Force, Force 6 to 7 and gusting to 40 knots at times.
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FACTUAL INFORMATION
2.5

Cont.

Weather Forecast (see Appendix 7.4 Met Éireann Weather Forecast)

Met Éireann issued a weather forecast at 18.00 hrs on Saturday the 30th January
2016 for the area which forecast winds west force 4 to 6 backing southwesterly
then southerly and decreasing force 3 to 5 for a time that night. Increasing and
veering southwest on Sunday morning force 6 or 7.

Met Eireann’s 24 hour Sea Area Forecast on Weatherdial issued at 06.00 hrs on the
31st January (see Appendix 7.4 Met Éireann Weather Forecast).
Gale warnings and small craft warnings were in operation.

2.6

Tidal Conditions (UK Hydrographic Office)

Low tide at Dunkerron Harbour (approximately 850 m upstream from incident)
15.24 hrs on the 31st January 2016, height 1.33 m.

High tide at Dunkerron Harbour 21.33 hrs on the 31st January 2016, height 3.28 m.

The tide would be relatively slack at the time of the incident being approximately
one hour 20 minutes away from the bottom of the tide. The prominent influence
on the tidal conditions being the wind and swell.
2.6

Emergency Response
31st January 2016.

A 999 call was initiated by a passer-by who was walking on the strand and heard a
cry for help from the two men in the vessel. The call was timed at 14.18 hrs and
lasted one minute and 49 seconds.
For timeline of response see Appendix 7.5 Timeline.

2.7

6

Cause of Death

The Coroners report established the cause of death of the deceased crewmember
as “Very heavy, hyperinflated lungs with marked pulmonary oedema, in keeping
with acute cardio-respiratory failure due to drowning.”

NARRATIVE
3.

3.1

3.2
3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7
3.8

3.9

NARRATIVE

Two men with two springer spaniel dogs departed a strand near the old
graveyard at Templenoe, Co. Kerry at 14.00 hrs on the 31st January 2016 in a
borrowed 5.18 m length overall canoe to go duck shooting on an adjacent
island (see Appendix 7.2 Location of Incident).

Both men had cartridge belts around them but neither was wearing any form
of lifejacket or Personal Floatation Device (PFD).

After departure from the strand the prevailing weather conditions were
pushing the vessel in an easterly direction away from the direction of the
intended passage. An alteration of course was made to travel in the desired
direction. During the course alteration the dogs became boisterous and the
vessel capsized throwing both occupants into the water.
The two dogs subsequently swam back to the shore.

The two men attempted to right the vessel but it kept flipping during their
attempts to upright it. They were unable to utilise the technique of righting
and re-boarding the canoe.
Witnesses who were walking on the strand, noted two or three persons in a
canoe, but paid no great heed to them. They then noticed the canoe had
overturned and people were trying to right the canoe. Initially they thought it
was an exercise until they heard cries of help.

The survivor saw his colleague drift away from the vessel but was unable to
reach him to give assistance. The survivor, shouting for help, eventually
managed to make his way to one of the adjoining islands.
On hearing the cries for help one of the witnesses made a 999 call to the
emergency services at 14.18 hrs. The call was put through to the fire service
and Limerick Fire Control Centre informed Marine Rescue Sub Centre Valentia
(MRSC) at 14.20 hrs. The caller informed the emergency service that the
incident was in the vicinity of Templenoe Pier. A few minutes later (14.24 hrs)
the caller realised that he may have unintentionally caused some confusion as
to the exact location of the incident. He redialled the emergency services and
informed them that the location was near the old cemetery and not the Pier
at Templenoe.

The Kenmare Fire Brigade arrived as first responders at Templenoe, evaluated
the situation and decided that the rescue operation required a boat.
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NARRATIVE
3.10

3.11
3.12
3.13

8

Cont.

One of the fire crew had access to RIBs moored in Kenmare and immediately
travelled the 4.5 miles to Kenmare to mobilise a RIB. He returned to the scene of
the incident in a borrowed RIB a distance of approximately 3 nautical miles by sea
arriving at 15.19 hrs (see Appendix 7.1 Photograph 6).
The RIB picked up the survivor from the island and he was transferred to an
ambulance at 15.26 hrs and taken to hospital for medical treatment.

The search, rescue and recover units continued to search for the missing man
until 18.12 hrs when all units were stood down due to failing light. For a detailed
list of response timelines see Appendix 7.5 Timeline.

On the 1st February at 07.55 hrs, the search resumed for the missing person. A
body was recovered at 09.43 hrs by a local diver and Derrynane Coast Guard boat.

ANALYSIS
4.

4.1

4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

ANALYSIS

Canoeing has an inevitable element of natural risk. The solution to managing
the risk is a combination of experience, techniques and safety. The Code of
Practice for the Safe Operation of Recreational Craft sets out the requirements
for kayaking in Chapter 7 of the Code and specifically for Sea-Kayaking in
Section 7.4 of the Code. The relevant extract from the Code of Practice is set
out in Appendix 7.6 of this report.
When canoeing one should always wear a floatation device, never paddle alone
and always be aware of weather conditions.

There was a placard in the vessel stating “ALWAYS WEAR YOUR PERSONAL
FLOATATION DEVICE” (see Appendix 7.1 photograph 4). In this incident, neither
of the men were wearing a floatation device.
The increased activity aboard the canoe, as the dogs became boisterous, would
have compromised the stability of the canoe. This would have contributed to
the capsize of the canoe.

Adverse weather conditions were forecast and present at the time of the
incident. One of the men was very familiar with the area as he lived
overlooking it.
The canoe involved in the incident was operating alone.
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CONCLUSIONS
5.

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6

10

CONCLUSIONS

The voyage was undertaken in adverse weather conditions not suitable for the use of
a laden canoe. Due consideration was not given to Met Éireann weather forecasts
prior to commencing passage.
The two men did not take the basic precaution of wearing PFDs as required by S.I.
259 of 2004, Merchant Shipping (pleasure craft)(lifejackets and operation)(safety)
Regulations 2004, and as recommended by the Irish Canoe Union.
Operating the canoe alone without other vessels present considerably reduces the
possibility of survival following a capsize.

If due consideration had been given to the weather conditions and flotation devices,
the chances of the casualty would have been dramatically minimised.

It is likely that the carriage of two untethered dogs and their increased activity
contributed to the capsize.

The Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of Recreational Craft sets out the
requirements for canoes in Chapter 7 and specifically for Sea-Kayaking in Section 7.4
of the Code. The requirements of the Code of Practice were not complied with in this
incident.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS
6.

6.1

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

It is noted that the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport as part of the
Maritime Safety Strategy Action No. 16 is updating the Code of Practice for the
Safe Operation of Recreational Craft and as part of this process the MCIB
recommends that the Code of Practice should be publicised on a wider basis.
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APPENDIX 7.1
Appendix 7.1 Photographs.

Photograph No. 1: General view of vessel internally.

Photograph No. 2: Paddle used for propulsion.
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APPENDIX 7.1

Cont.
Appendix 7.1 Photographs.

Photograph No. 3: Bottom of vessel.

Photograph No. 4: Notice in Canoe stating “ALWAYS WEAR YOUR PERSONAL
FLOATATION DEVICE”
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Cont.

APPENDIX 7.1

Appendix 7.1 Photographs.

Photograph No. 5: Hull ID No. & Serial No. on the vessel.

Photograph No. 6: Vessel used by Fire Brigade during initial response.
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APPENDIX 7.2

Cont.

Appendix 7.2 Location of Incident.

Destination

Point of departure

Destination

Launching Location,
From launching location to destination a distance of approximately 250 m.
Photograph taken at similar tidal conditions to casualty.
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APPENDIX 7.3
Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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APPENDIX 7.4

Cont.

Appendix 7.4 Met Éireann Weather Forecast.
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Appendix 7.4 Met Éireann Weather Forecast.
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APPENDIX 7.5
Appendix 7.5 Timeline.

RESPONSE TIMELINE

31st January 2016
14.19 hrs

Kenmare Fire brigade tasked.

14.20 hrs

Marine Rescue Sub Centre Valentia (MRSC) informed of incident
by Limerick Fire Control Centre.

14.30 hrs

Kenmare Fire Brigade in attendance on shore adjacent to
casualty.

15.19 hrs

Boat from Kenmare with Fire Brigade personnel onboard picks
up survivor from island and transferred to ambulance at
15.26 hrs.

14.24 hrs

14.35 hrs

15.15 hrs

15.30 hrs

15.29 hrs

16.44 hrs

Kenmare Fire Brigade mobilised.

Decision made by Fire Brigade to get boat from Kenmare.

Other assets deployed.

Rescue 115 helicopter on scene.

Derrynane Coast Guard on scene.

Castletownbere Coast Guard on scene.

Castletownbere lifeboat on scene.

Search for missing man continued until 18.12 hrs when all units
were stood down due to failing light.

1st February 2016
07.55 hrs

Search for missing man resumed with the following assets.
• Castletownbere Coast Guard Unit.
• Derrynane Rescue Boat.

• Rescue R115 Helicopter on scene 09.05 hrs.

09.44 hrs

10.43 hrs
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• Local persons.

Body recovered by local diver.

Body brought ashore to Templenoe Pier.

APPENDIX 7.6
Appendix 7.6 Chapter 7 of the Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of
Recreational Craft.
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Recreational Craft.
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NATURAL JUSTICE
NATURAL JUSTICE - CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Section 36 of the Merchant Shipping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000
requires that:
“36

(1) Before publishing a report, the Board shall send a draft of the report or
sections of the draft report to any person who, in its opinion, is likely to be
adversely affected by the publishing of the report or sections or, if that
person be deceased, then such person as appears to the Board best to
represent that person’s interest.

(2) A person to whom the Board sends a draft in accordance with subsection (1)
may, within a period of 28 days commencing on the date on which the draft
is sent to the person, or such further period not exceeding 28 days, as the
Board in its absolute discretion thinks fit, submit to the Board in writing his
or her observations on the draft.

(3) A person to whom a draft has been sent in accordance with subsection (1)
may apply to the Board for an extension, in accordance with subsection (2),
of the period in which to submit his or her observations on the draft.

(4) Observations submitted to the Board in accordance with subsection (2) shall
be included in an appendix to the published report, unless the person
submitting the observations requests in writing that the observations be not
published.

(5) Where observations are submitted to the Board in accordance with
subsection (2), the Board may, at its discretion (a) alter the draft before publication or decide not to do so, or

(b) include in the published report such comments on the observations as it
thinks fit.”

The Board reviews and considers all observations received whether published or not
published in the final report. When the Board considers an observation requires
amendments to the report that is stated beside the relevant observation. When the
Board is satisfied that the report has adequately addressed the issue in the
observation, then the observation is ‘Noted’ without comment or amendment. The
Board may make further amendments or observations in light of the responses from the
Natural Justice process.
‘Noted’ does not mean that the Board either agrees or disagrees with the observation.
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CORRESPONDENCE
8.

NATURAL JUSTICE - CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

There was no correspondence received on foot of the Natural Justice process for this
investigation.
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